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It's May and right about in the middle of the month we celebrate a day that lives in the shadow of Good
Friday, Easter Sunday, Palm Sunday, and Maundy Thursday. On May 14th we celebrate Ascension
Day. Churches celebrate it on the closest Sunday to that date but you can also join in the Ascension Day
worship at Ceres Church. It's quite unique. No running water, electricity, or heating and cooling. Just a
historic church and a lovely gathering to observe a day that at first felt like a loss.

To the apostles and followers of Jesus, Ascension Day could have felt like losing Jesus all over again. They
had seen him die on the Cross and for 40 days after his resurrection had experienced appearances by the
risen Christ. This was a glorified Christ, one who used those 40 days to prepare his apostles and followers
for his departure and drive home the point that he had defeated death for all who believe. Still, these
apostles longed to have Jesus a little longer. So much so that as he departed the angels had to speak up:

10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:10-11 RSV).

Jesus will return again. We don’t know when but he did not leave us without giving us several wonderful
gifts. The first gift is this: in his earthly absence he is now back seated at the right of God interceding for
us. When we go to God’s throne for help, forgiveness, and to seek God’s favor we have a savior who gets
what it’s like to be human. He walked in our shoes, yet did it without sin. He understands your circum-
stances and is the best advocate we could have. Secondly, he sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit doesn’t
just visit us, the spirit is here to stay and when we don’t quench that spirit is responsible for our best
qualities. The fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23) and those qualities bring God’s kingdom to earth.

Jesus didn’t leave us to abandon us. He left to take his rightful place at the right hand of God and to
strengthen those who love and follow him. What are the results? You can see it in the Book of Acts and
Peter and Paul’s epistles. With the Holy Spirit the apostles get smarter, bolder, and put all of the pieces
together. 2000 years seems like such a long time ago but in God’s time, it's a weekend for a day with him
is like a thousand years. Jesus will return one day and in the meantime, we have the Holy Spirit dwelling
with us and when we gather, even if it's just a handful Jesus is there with us (Matthew 18:20). | know it
doesn’t have the name recognition and focus of some of our other days on the church calendar but don’t
look past Ascension Day. It was the day that Jesus departed so that we could receive the comforter and to
step into our inheritance in Christ.
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In his service, . =

Pastor Jeremy (%
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V. Pres: Dave Hageman (28)
Sec: Loretta Weipert (26)
Treas: Crystal Goltz (27)
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Sec/Treas: Dan Moon
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Remember to like St. John Facebook
Page.

FARMERSBURG NEWS

Confirmation is on May
3rd.

Carson and Conner Kirby
will be confirmed on May

3rd during worship
Coné Lon services. They are the sons

of Nick & Samantha Kirby.

!T hank You to Nancy Moon

| for making the stoles the
* Confirmands wear. -
I Also thanks to Loretta Weipert y@@! |
i for making the boutonnieres.

Senior Recognition Sunday will
be held on May 10th.
ﬁ ' ‘|- A reception for everyone will
follow worship in the church
4‘ Youoin It basement. Group 1 will be
serving. Please plan to attend.

KNOWN MAY BAPTISMS
1 - Makenzie Corlett
4 - Christina Klinge
7 - Dorothy Kluth
8- Emily Palmersheim
Erica Scherf
14 - Elizabeth Crogan
Dalton Isaacs
Wayne Wyatt Glawe
16 - Kaylee Hoth
19 -Lawson James Radloff
24 - Jacob Morley
26 - Jamie Scott Tielbar
30- William Scherf Jr.
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FULL OF PEACE AND JOY!
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4 Steve & Amanda Goliz
L 17 Josh & Megan Schoulte
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USHERS _ ACOLYTES
May 3, May 10 & May 17 ' May 3 Scarlett Scherf
Captain Brad Hoth Alan Feldman 10 Connor Kirby
Brian Glawe Matt Goltz 17 Carsen Kirby
24 Rylan Hoth
31 Annabelle Palmersheim

May 24 & May 31
Captain Ben Wikner  Jim Lenth

Dan Moon Josh Schoulte
IGREETERS 77 T
* May 3 Bill & Michelle Scherf II1 .
ALTAR GUILD | 10 Megan (Glawe) Klink & Lizzy Forsythe |
Chervl Bossard " 17 Mindy Clubb & Ethel Lenth .
Deszﬁ dV(\::Ildr ¢ | 24 Bev Moon & Theresa Feldman |
I 31 Kelly, Ashley & Autumn Shaw I May 4 John Isaacs
T s 5 Kahlei Schmitt
—_—— e ——— — 10 Amy Klinge
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS | SUNSHINE COMMITTEE _' Christopher Pate
May 3 Loretta Weipert Diana Miller | 13 Kevin Radloff
May 17 Ken Erickson |— —_—————— Jade Gerndt
e e e e e —— —— . — 14 Clark Wikner
Last Day of Sunday School Is May 10th. I Nolan Lerch
A . Weston Fuelling
Sunday School Party will be on May 3rd. : 16 Tessa Tielbar
1:00 pm Bowling Party @ King Pin Bowling in I Kellian Kluth
Decorah. i 17 Kaden Lindner
] 19 Heather Taylor
» - ) — 21 Pat Suhr
— S R/ ’: 20 S Axel Rodas
! : A Alyssa Schmitt
‘® " HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY -7 22 Dacia Schoulte
; Wt IgYe ard o Zachary Schlake
<R : ffkeni S St — Nicole Hall
- for moms, aunts, friends, v

~ grandmothers, dads who do it all, =5 23 Shlrley Marmann

% boNnus Mmoms and all those 24 Linda Schoulte
1%

who love us unconditionally Larry Friedlein

e Ot ey ¢ 26 Lindelle Scherf
" - ~y ’ 28 Susan Glawe
T s . -@\“1/‘ .'\ 30 James Muller
& S . TN 31 Dylan Scherf

Easter Lilies 2026

Thank You for providing Easter Lilies for our worship service.

ERod Stagman in memory of Sonya Stagman & Loved Ones

: Ethel Lenth in memory of Brad Lenth & Loved Ones

: Clark & Kris Wikner in memory of Brad Wikner & Loved Ones

: Julie Kurth & family in memory of Larry Kurth, Dale and

: Isabel Kurth & Loved Ones

: Bill Scherf 11l. & Michelle in memory of Brook Scherf & Loved Ones
: Marlene Glawe & family in memory of Verdine Glawe & Loved Ones
: Shirley Marmann in memory of Don Marmann & Loved Ones
EVeLma Kuehl in memory of Kenny Kuehl :
e e Jreeee e




FARMERSBURG NEWS

St. John Farmersburg Council Minutes
Date: April 12, 2026

Present: Becky Fuelling, Loretta Weipert, Ken Erickson, Crystal Goltz, Linda Schoulte, Dave Hageman
and Jeremy Wolfe. Absent: Lindelle Scherf.

Meeting called to order by President Linda at 1125.
Opening devotions given by Jeremy.

Becky moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Crystal. Motion carried.

Motion to approve the minutes of March 8,2026 meeting made by Crystal, second by Dave.
Motion carried.

Loretta moved to approve the treasurer’s report, second by Dave. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

*Mentioned that there has been a discussion on whether to continue the PEEP program at St John in

Luana.

*Vacation Bible School is to be hosted by St John in Farmersburg this year. Council members thought
that June would be a good time for VBS, considering June 12. Jeremy will come up with a theme, then
the planning will continue.

Old Business: *TV cart gone. Dave will get rid of TV. Becky is going to take the VCR.

New Business:

*Confirmation scheduled for May 3rd. Loretta made a motion for Carson and Connor Kirby to be
confirmed, second by Crystal.

*Discussion on Senior Recognition discussed. Group 1 to serve. Adrianna Schoulte and Weston Fuelling
are the two seniors this year.

*VBS - discussed with Pastor’s Report above.

Committee Reports:
Evangelism - None

Parish Education - May 3 is confirmation and Sunday School end of the year bowling trip. May 10 last
day of Sunday school.

Property - Ken and Dave checked the bell tower. On the wood wheel there was 2 bottom spindles that
were rotten, they wired them together and it should last for years. Ken asked for approval to price
gutter covers. Council gave Ken approval to get estimates and bring to the next meeting.
Stewardship - None

Worship - Decided that wooden cross should come down after worship April 26, prior to confirmation
Sunday. Dave agreed to take the cross down.

Memorial - A few memorials have come in, mainly for the elevator fund.

Men’s Group - None

Women’s Group - St Paul in Postville is hosting for the WELCA Spring gathering on April 25.

Motion to adjourn by Ken, second by Crystal. Motion carried.

Next meeting May 10, 2026 after worship.
Respectively submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary.

;,__C'hu‘revh |
Council




March 2026 — Treasurer's Report

Income:
1539.00
1155.00

95.00
980.00
102.00

1060.00

175.93 (PayPal Offering)
7.00 (Thrivent Choice Dollars)

187.40 (CD Interest)

Missions:
NE Iowa Synod: 270.00
SOTH: 232.00

Food Shelf: 122.00
St. Pt. Home: 35.00

FARMERSBURG NEWS

LSI: 50.00
EWALLU: 35.00
Staff Compensation:
Pastor: 2780.90 + (200.00 Mileage) + (Housing from different Account

Inside Cust.:  215.48
Outside Cust.: 126.98
Organists: 193.92

Expenses:

Black Hills (gas): 511.00

Alliant (elec): 228.95

NEIT: 119.18

1517 Media 59.25 (Communion Wafers)

USPS 200.00 (Postage)

St John Luana 1054.14 (Portico for Jan, Feb, March)

Total Income: 5301.33
Total Expenses: 5379.66

General Checking Balance — March 1, 2026: 472.50
March 31,2026:  394.17

Kelly Shaw, Treasurer

Remember Your
Offerings

£ 728.80)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

ﬁ) March
f 1 35

8 24
to Our Church 15 No Church
22 59

29 41




LUANA

CHURCH SECRETARY &
FINANCIAL TREAS.: Karla Schrader

CHURCH COUNCIL:

President: Jerry Schroeder (26)
V. Pres: Loren Lenth (27)

Sec: Vicky Baade (27)

Cur. Treas: Cindy Landt (28)
Bene. Treas: Luke Steege (27)
Financial Counters: Council
DEACONS:

Jerry Schroeder (26)

Tim Donlon (26)

Loren Lenth (27)

TRUSTEES:

Heath Landt (26)

Vicky Baade (27)

Luke Steege (27)

Cindy Landt (28)

Linda Davis (28)

Jim Meyer (28)

WELCA:

Leaders:

January—March: Lisa Meyer
April—June: Vicky Baade
July—September: Karla Schrader
October—December: Mel Lenth

ALTAR GUILD:
Pres: Sherri Johnson (26)
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (26)
Lisa Meyer (28)
Diane Kraus (28)
Banners/Linens/Candles:
Mary Schroeder (27)
Special Services/Flowers:
Betty Handke (27)
Bapt./Comm.:
Sherri Johnson
Darci Engelhardt
Seasonal Banners:
Mary Schroeder

ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM
Chairperson: Linda Schoulte (26)
Secretary: Vicki Baade (27)
Members: Janelle Smith (28)

Becky Fuelling (28)
Aaron Smith (26)
Amanda Goltz (27)

St. John's Luana website
www.stjohn-luana.org

LUANA NEWS

MAY VOLUNTEERS
Greeters: Lonnie & Vicky Baade

Read Lessons & Prayers: May 3 - Keith Johnson
May 10 - Deb Hanson
May 17 - Janelle Smith
May 24 - Linda Davis
May 31 - Mel Lenth

Acolyte: May 3 - Josh Schierholz
May 10 - Livia Steege
May 17 - Dayne Anderson
May 24 - Karsten Steege
May 31 - Josh Schierholz

Communion Servers: May 3 - Tim Donlon & Heath Landt
May 17 - Jerry Schroeder & Vicky Landt
Altar Guild: Betty Handke

Flowers: Diane Kraus

Lonnie & Vicky Baade
Bob & Betty Handke
Diane Kraus

Mel & Loren Lenth
Julie Mohs & Family
Doug & Karla Schrader

Bible Study

Bible
Study May 12th @ 5:00 pm

Q‘ Note date change

MAY BIRTHDAYS

4 - Betty Handke

5 — Cayl Anderson

6 — Luke Steege

8- Susan Mohs
16 — Laverne Landt - 95
18 — Travis Landt
20 - Dayne Anderson
25 - Doug Schlein
] 27 - Heath Landt

1—Doug & Connie Schlein
16 — Loren & Mel Lenth
— Adam & Jennifer Smith


http://www.stjohn-luana.org
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=) GLASS OF MAY Baptism Birthdays WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Ay m/ Att. Comm
N\ N\ 1- Ervin Bugenhagen s - Mar. 22 33
b 3- Emeilia Wikner Mar. 29 34 32
12 - Janelle Smith ' Apr. 3 19
25 - Braden Landt e e Apr. 5 53 51
Congratulations to 30 - Luke Steege Apr. 12 28
Joshua Schierholz on his Brthdos 167 83
High School Graduation.

St. John, Luana Council Minutes April 12, 2026

gPresent were: Pastor Jeremy, Jerry Schroeder, Loren Lenth, Luke Steege, Cindy Landt, Linda Dauvis,
§Jim Meyer, Tim Donlon, and Vicky Baade. Absent were: Heath Landkt.

Meeting was called to order by President, Jerry Schroeder.
Pastor led devotions and prayer.

§Vicky read the minutes of the March 8 meeting. Cindy moved to accept the minutes, Tim seconded,
:approved.

éThe Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Luke moved to accept the report, Linda seconded, approved.
: The St. John Cemetery Assn. will reimburse the church for 2/3 of the Green Lawn lawn spraying as
: has been done other years.

§The parsonage was discussed.

§The date for raking the church lawn will be April 19 with rain date of April 26.

Linda Davis volunteered to check with Knockel’s about possible repair of the carpet outside the front
:and side entrances of the church.

Farmersburg will host VBS this summer.

PEEPS is scheduled until the end of April. It may be combined with Sunday school in the fall.
Interchurch Council info: we owe $50 for our yearly dues, the Goodwill truck date is May 9 from
:8-11, baccalaureate will be at St. Paul in Monona on May 13 at 7pm. We need to provide 1 pan of
: bars.

éJerry adjourned the meeting. Members prayed the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting will be May 10 at 7:30am.

Respectfully submitted by Vicky Baade, Council Secretary



LUANA NEWS
March Report

EXPENSES INCOME
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 585.85 Mar. 1 2,440.00
Alliant - Electricity 757.87 Mar. 8 807.00
Karla Schrader —Secretary 523.32 Mar. 15 no church
Cindy Landt — Custodian 484.84 Mar. 22 892.00
NEITEL 119.80 Mar. 29 1,203.00
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 2,715.59 5,342.00
Jeremy Wolfe — housing 728.80 Trfr Repair Fund 2,550.00
Jeremy Wolfe — mileage 200.00 Thrivent 168.00
IRS 167.01 Reimb. for Peeps  98.25
City of Luana —w/s/g. 132.15 Natl Fin.-L.Davis 1,994.98
Portico 702.75 10,153.23
Church Mututal (adj. workman’s comp)67.00
Schiller Law — (w-2 prep) 28.00 Bal. Feb. 28,2026 787.65
Green Lawn — spraying 965.68 Income 10,153.23
Farm & Home — supplies 6.93 10,940.88
Access Systems- Y copier 191.87 Less Expenses 8,486.69
Concordia Pub.—P & P 95.88 Bal. Mar. 31,2026 2,454.16
Outdoor Creations — palms 13.38
8,486.72
SPECIAL FUNDS RENT/REPAIR FUND
St John Scholarship Fund CD 44,121.10
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,788.07 Bal. 2-28-26 11,996.06
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,858.10 Interest 18.62
St John CD 150,000.00 3-30 Weber dep. 700.00
12,714.68
Trfr to current 2,550.00
Bal. 3-31-26 10,164.68
CURRENT FUND THRIVENT BALANCE
Envelopes Plate Int. Total Bal. Jan. 31, 2026 $140,865.82
Mar. 1 2,425.00 10.00 5.00 2,440.00 Income Feb. 277.68
Mar. 8 807.00 807.00 Change in Value 1,184.03
Mar. 15 No church Bal. Feb. 28, 2026 $142,327.53
Mar. 22 877.00 15.00 892.00
Mar. 29 1,202.00 1.00 _ 1,203.00
5,311.00 26.00 5.00 5,342.00
BENEVOLENCE REPORT
INCOME EXPENSES
Mar. 1  Offering 200.00
Food Shelf 150.00 SOTH 130.00
SOTH Oper 50.00 SOTH Oper. 100.00
Mar. 4 Lent 217.00 Food Shelf 230.00
Mar. 8 Offering 23.00 Synod 208.00
Food Shelf 10.00 668.00
Mar. 11 Lent 55.00
Mar. 18 Lent 124.00 Ash Wed & Lent 441.00
Mar. 22 Offering 25.00 March Lent 509.00
Food Shelf 10.00 Not Disbursed 950.00
SOTH Oper 50.00
Mar. 25 Lent 113.00
Mar. 29 Offering 90.00
Food Shelf 60.00

1,177.00



Both Churches News

Answering God's Call to Give

-}
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o' DS Summer can be a challenging season for
churches. Schedules are full, travel increases,

]
.‘—_n‘ e and worship attendance often declines. Even
ewa,%:ﬁ{ so, we are deeply grateful for your continued
support of the ministries of our congrega-
tions.
* God Can Do It: e Can %/e/p i
We have been richly blessed with the
knowledge and love of Jesus and with thegift of faith. In grateful response,

we are called to share our time, talents, and treasure. Each of us has unique,
God-given gifts that can strengthen and enrich the ministry of St. John.

Your financial support is essential as well. Everyday expenses—such as sala-
ries, insurance, and utilities—must be met so we can continue carrying out
our mission in the community.

We invite you to prayerfully challenge yourself to grow in your giving—of
time, of talent, and of treasure. Please consider how you can make a differ-
ence, and how together, we can make a meaningful impact for God’s work
among us.

IREMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS : Patty Leeman, Dwain Wolter, Roger Landt, Stacy DeSotel, Julie Mohs,
Charlie Post, Dallas Tielbar, Shelby Preston, Bram Byroade, Melody Pate, Jim Fuelling, Mike Reardon,

Ron Tayek, Cheryl Bossard, Beth Bries, Alan Feldmann, Lisa Berns

I MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas, Will Schrandt
| ELKADER CARE CENTER: Grace Doerring

I GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs, Darlene Moon, Jeanette Vogt
I TOWER LIVING CENTER: Lendall Schievelbein

I SAMARITAN BETHANY ROCHESTER, MN 55901.: Dorothy Kluth

I KENSINGTON ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Russett

| WAUKON GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER: Rita Pritchard

| HOMEBOUND: Glenda Henkes, Jim Fuelling, Shirley Wagner

'

p One-Day VBS Adventyre

FRIDAY,
JUNE 12™ 2026

| OF JONAH, NOAH'S ARK, ; :
[ ANDTHEDEPTHOF  [f| 4 B30 1 (D) 330
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Facebook.

food Collection day is
| Pantry May 3rd
;ﬁ Needs Some of the items

= needed are:
Cereal, Dry dinners (examples
Tuna Helper, Hamburger Helper)
Tuna, Peanut butter & Jelly
Individually wrapped string cheese,
jerky, Canned fruit, 100% shelf life
juice,

Clayton County Food Shelf
Box #48 - St. Olaf, IA 52072
Monday - Friday: 9-Noon 1 -
4:00 pm
Ph #563-783-7794 Utoni Ruff,
Director

2026 NEISWO Convention and Gathering
You are invited to come and patrticipate in the bi-annual convention and
gathering of the Northeast lowa Synodical Women’s Organization. It will be a
fun and informational event for all women of the church with FOOD, singing,
worship, learning, fellowship, and a concise business meeting. We need you.
You help run this program. This year there will be elections for a new Board
and a constitutional amendment to vote upon.

at 9:00 a.m. Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 2502 S. Jefferson, Mason City.
We will worship together with communion. Learn about the Northern Lights
New Beginnings, House of Hope For Women and Children, and also the
Beacon House of Mason City. Also experience how you might grow in your
prayer life with making a prayer journal and discussing ways to make your own
holy space for prayer and devotions. House of Hope For Women and Children
and also the Beacon House of Mason City. Also experience how you might
grow in your prayer life with making a prayer journal and discussing ways to
make your own holy space for prayer and devotions.

June 20, 2026 Registration and coffee at 8:00 a.m. Welcome and Worship
4&

Cost - $30.00 Register by June 1, 2026 (call for late registration) includes
morning coffee, noon meal, church use, speaker honorariums, paper &

Facebook page: NE IA Women of the ELCA
Contact Shirley Marmann for Registration or find registration form on



Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - MAY 2026

Boy, have we been busy! Our event, “A Formal Affair’, was a success for our first year. We had
over 300 dresses available for purchase. 120 of the dresses were donated to Shepherd of the
Hills alone. We sold almost 30! We had so much fun seeing the stunning formal dresses come

in. A few bridal gowns were sold, Mother of the bride/groom dresses, vintage dresses,
homecoming and prom. We have a lot left over that will continue to be sold at the thrift store.

We would love to continue this event in the future, so please think of us if you have formal
dresses to donate, consign or if you are looking to buy for your upcoming formal event!

Clothing Center Updates:

The thrift store is now switched over to the spring/summer season. There is a lot to choose
from. We have been blessed with wonderful donations of great quality. Thank you for
supporting your small town thrift store. Remember, most of our items are only $1.00!
(Excluding formal wear)

Garage sale season is upon us. If you have some items left, we do require an appointment
before you donate them!

We are looking for a few volunteers that would like to join our team in the thrift store on
Saturdays. We would love to be open so the working families can shop/donate on their days
off. Hours would be 9am to noon on Saturdays.

If you are interested, please contact Heather for more information.

Shepherd Conference News:

Ascension Day service will be May 14 at 5:30 @ Ceres Church on Hwy 52 between Garnavillo
and Guttenberg. Potluck style supper to follow at St. Peter Lutheran Church in Garnavillo.
The 2026 Northeastern lowa C3 Conference is June 6th at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Waverly, lowa. This is a workshop event through the Synod instead of a business/voting
session. Cost to attend is $50.00. If you would like more information, please visit the Synod
website at neiasynod.org/event.

IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES: s
The Operating Fund pays the utilities, Shepherd of the Hills:
insurance on the building, supplies, salaries Ascension Day Service May 14" Heather Hageman
__ andlawn/Snow Care. 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with Synod C3 Conference June 6"
emergency rent or utilities and our St. Olaf, IA 52072
sponsored events throughout the year Back to School 4 Kids August 12t Telephone: 563-783-2409
Please utilize the MEMO LINE Referral required to participate
SR Fax: 563-783-2428
on your check to specify . ] )
E-mail: shephill@neitel.net

Crisis or Operating Fund!
Please indicate what church you are from *Any event may be subject to change Business Hours: Monday-Friday
as well to provide better bookkeeping. 9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm




