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The Apostle Peter should give us all encouragement. In the gospels Peter makes mistakes, says the wrong
thing, is sometimes rebuked by Jesus, and even denied him three times. That’s one side of Peter but the
other side of Peter is that he’s always willing to do what it takes to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Not
perfectly of course, but he’s never short on a desire to follow and that desire and zeal is | think why he’s “the
guy”. Paul likewise was known both before and after his conversion for his hustle. If Peter and Paul were
both baseball players they would be the guy who slides into a base with intensity or dives for difficult

catches. Neither one holds back. Peter doesn’t hold back in his epistle to the early church. He writes:

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and to an inheritance which is imperish-
able, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (1st Peter 1:3-5 RSV)

Peter is writing to a group of scattered and persecuted Christians in Asia Minor. They could use some
encouragement in this short passage he highlights a couple of things. You are born anew! That is possible
because of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. You have an inheritance that no one can
take from you because it’s held in heaven. It can’t rot, be stolen, or to fade away. We often need to hear
encouragement like this when we’re facing life’s trials. He continues:

6 In this you rejoice,[a] though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, 7 so that the
genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Without having seen[b] him you|[c] love him;
though you do not now see him you[d] believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. 9 As the
outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls.

Our trials have a purpose and it's the same purpose that the refining of metal has. Trials purify us, make us
stronger, get rid of the things that don’t belong so only the precious metal remains.

As we celebrate Easter and step into the church calendar post resurrection we have to be reminded of that
inheritance and the purpose of our time and trials on earth. God is getting us ready for an inheritance! One
that can’t spoil or be taken away. In order for an inheritance to happen a death must take place. That death
took place on Calvary and Jesus willingly took on our sins. He died in our place, not just to wipe away sin
but so that we could inherit eternal life and the richness of God’s grace. When we remember this it makes it
easier to give thanks in all circumstances. Easter Blessings to you. He has risen, he has risen indeed!

Pastor Jeremy
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| The church yearbook of ushers, I
| greeters & yearly calendar can be I
I “ Eﬁ: “ picked up in your mailbox in the |
I narthex. Please pick up your copy. |
e e |
On March 22 Reece Willie Klink was

Baptized. Reece is the son of

Andrew and Megan Klink. His A
sponsors are Heather Crary, (¢> \
Madison Atkinson and Ethan Lee. é\o:',.&w

We welcome Reece into the body of {j) )
Christ. &

There is a TV, VCR and the stand in
the resource room if anyone is
interested in taking any of it. If
interested let a council person know.

KNOWN April BAPTISMS ————

4 — Ryan Moon .
6 — Becky Fuelling
8 — William Robert Scherf V

10 — Zachary Radloff

13 — Cierra Weipert

15 - Emery Jean Rodas

15 — Wyatt, Martyn, Jay Geick

19 — Dominic Schoulte

20 — Kris Wikner

r Our Sympathy to the Family and ]
i o Friends of Jeanette Ann Krambeer *
X y who passed away on February 17.

. '“/“/*! * % Her funeral was held at St. John
I peypuiiy % - on February 24.

1 Thanks for sharing flowers. I
I Our Sympathy to the Family and Friends of I
* Rev. Robert Lynn (Bob) Edwards who passed away on -

I March 22, 2026. His Celebration of life was held on I

» March 28th at Gilbert Lutheran Church, Gilbert Iowa. =

| Cards can be mailed to: |

. KRIS EDWARDS .

I 1415 PRAIRIE DR. I
STORY CITY, IA 50248-1826

Sundax End of the year Sunday 1
2357 School party will be April 26,
plan to go to Decorah bowling.
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GREETERS

April 2 Maundy Thursday (6:30 pm) Paul & Loretta Weipert
5 Easter (9:00 am) Shirley Marmann & Diana Miller

12 Brian & Susan Glawe
19 Dave & Heather Hageman

26 Brianna Seronko & Kaylee, Brayden & Rylan Hoth

APRIL ACOLYTES

2 Maundy Thursday (6:30 pm) Connor Kirby
5 Easter (9:00 am) Carsen Kirby

12 Rylan Hoth

19 Annabelle Palmersheim

26 Dominic Schoulte

USHERS 4
April 2 (Maundy Thursday) 6:30 pm & April 5 (Easter) 9:00 am
Captain John Fuelling Jason Klinge

Justin Fuelling

April 12, April 19 & April 26
Captain Rod Stagman

Larry Friedlein

Martyn Geick

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE )

Shirley Marmann & Velma Kuehl

Birthdays
Rita Pritchard April 8
Jeanette Vogt April 27

Ken Erickson Mike Reardon \_ J
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS i v 1
April 2 Dave Hageman (6:30 pm) Maundy Thursday ,
April 5 Lindelle Scherf (9:00 am) Easter ~v HAPRY BIRTHDAY
April 19 Linda Schoulte LI EVER IS
CELEBRATING THER @/
S | e — m— — — BIRTHDAYS IN
| ALTAR GUILD | W @
oretta Weipert - -
. Heather Cro%an |
I Julie Kurth . APRIL
—_————_— —. - 1 Lyvea Krambeer
r——=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-"- oo TssssssmT=7 1 2 Jamie Scott Tielbar
| WELCA Highlights 5 Bodie James Forsythe
| We completed 118 quilts during do days this year. 18 quilts - 6 Mallory (Thornton) Randall
I will be donated to Lutheran World Relief. We will also 7 Ryan Pritchard
I donate a quilt to the EWALU quilt auction. We discussed Dalton Isaacs
I where to send some of the other quilts. If anyone has any 8 Dillon Hope
lideas be sure to let us know. Thanks to everyone that helped or donated Deb Tidwell
litems to help with this project. We are always accepting donations for do Rita Pritchard
I days. The last day to purchase a quilt is Easter Sunday. Addison Burgess

Ia big THANK YOU to Dave and Heather Hageman for the kitchen upgrade.

I The freezer was removed, the east wall painted, and new shelves were
linstalled. This will help keep the roasters and other items organized.
: If you haven't checked it out be sure to do so. They look great!

IWe have served two catered funerals with good help. Lenten suppers are
Igoing well with about 40 people average.

|

IThe 2026 programs are in your mailboxes, be sure to pick them up.
|April 25th is the Cluster B Spring gathering at St. Paul in Postville.

| May 9th the Goodwill truck will be in Monona. May 10th is senior
| recognition day. We have one senior this year.

| We made a donation to the Clayton County Food Shelf.

9 Breanna Hope

10 Garrett Lnenicka
Kennedy Schmidt

11 Jerel Palas

14 Jamie Tielbar

15 Lawson James Radloff

16 Donna Krambeer

18 Carol Lenth

19 Lucy Kessler

20 Steven Henning

25 Jeffery Palas

27 Majil Tayek
Jeanette Vogt

28 John Klinge
Lori Schoenfeldt
Sophia Rose Dubberke

30 Layne Tielbar
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ST. JOHN FARMERSBURG COUNCIL MINUTES
Date: March 8, 2026

Present: Becky Fuelling, Loretta Weipert, Ken Erickson, Crystal Goltz, Linda Schoulte and Jeremy Wolfe.
Absent: Lindelle Scherf and Dave Hageman.

Meeting called to order by President Linda at 1130.

Opening devotions given by Jeremy.

Crystal moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Ken. Motion carried.

Motion to approve the minutes of 2/8/26 meeting made by Crystal. Second by Becky. Motion carried.
Ken moved to approve the treasurer’s report, second by Becky. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

*Lectern Readers to volunteers to read 1st & 2nd lessons, starting this week. Becky volunteered for next Sunday. Will
start a sign up sheet for the following Sundays.

*Joint Worship in August will stay on the 2nd related to Moser's are not available to play on August 9th.

*Joint worship during Luana Daze, still trying to decide the location.

Old Business:

*PayPal funds will transfer money to the General fund every month.

*Crystal met with Kelly with council questions. This is what Crystal learned from conversation:

-2 years ago there was a General Checking and Savings Account. -The General Savings basically served as a building
fund and no interest was being made. So, the money in the general savings fund was transferred to a Money market
account at Luana Savings Bank.

-The Money Market account is serving as the building fund & housing fund. There is rarely any building cost.

-The Money Market opened when Pastor Jeremy Wolfe became pastor and that is when the housing fund Portion
started (Same account).

-Parsonage CD came about when Parsonage was sold. Interest accumulates and can be pulled twice a year.

Kelly deposits that interest twice a year into the Money Market account.

*Will discuss options for Parsonage CD in May as previously decided by council.

New Business:

*Trunk and Treat - tabled to discuss in the Fall.

*Discussed how to get rid of old TV in the resource room. It was decided to put it in the April newsletter to see if any-
one is interested in TV. There is also an old VCR and stand for TV/VCR that is no longer needed.

Committee Reports:

Evangelism - Becky mentioned that it would be nice if Bibles were in the pews.

Parish Education - Procession of the Palms will be done by the Sunday School on Palm Sunday. Confirmation is set for
May 3, 2026. End of the year Sunday School party will be April 26, plan to go to Decorah bowling.

Property - Once it warms up will plan on completing yard work, check bell tower and eavestroughs.

Stewardship - No report.

Worship - Will move piano for 3/22/26 baptismal. Set dates to meet for the worship meetings in 2026.

Memorial - No report.

Men’s Group - Moved Pork dinner to 3rd Sunday in August.

Women'’s Group - Becky went to World Day of Prayer service, explained to counsel the history and this year service.
Thanks to the WELCA group for the shelves in the kitchen, they look great.

Motion to adjourn by Crystal, second by Loretta. Motion carried.
Next meeting 4/12/26 after worship.
Respectively submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary
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T WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
M February
_ 1 29
April 21 Mark & Beth Bries 8 24
15 31
22 26

February 2026 — Treasurer's Report
: Income:

967.00
675.00
429.00
825.00
188.00
2000.00 "% =y
43597 (PayPal Offering) W .
102.00 (Thrivant Choice Dollars) gxﬁ
EMissions:
: NE Iowa Synod: 270.00
SOTH: 232.00

Food Shelf: 122.00
St. Pt. Home: 35.00

LSI: 50.00
EWALU: 35.00

Staff Compensation:

Pastor: 2780.90 + (200.00 Mileage) + (Housing from different Account: 728.80)
Inside Cust.: 21548

Outside Cust.: 126.98
Organists: 161.61

: Expenses:

Black Hills (gas):  364.94

Alliant (elec): 259.91

NEIT: 119.18

Church Mutual 773.00

Jeremy Wolfe 98.25 (Fun day pizza/swimming)
Sports World 13.72 (Engraving)

Total Income: 5621.97
: Total Expenses: 5857.97
EKelly Shaw, Treasurer



LUANA

CHURCH SECRETARY &
FINANCIAL TREAS.: Karla Schrader

CHURCH COUNCIL:

President: Jerry Schroeder (26)
V. Pres: Loren Lenth (27)

Sec: Vicky Baade (27)

Cur. Treas: Cindy Landt (28)
Bene. Treas: Luke Steege (27)
Financial Counters: Council
DEACONS:

Jerry Schroeder (26)

Tim Donlon (26)

Loren Lenth (27)

TRUSTEES:

Heath Landt (26)

Vicky Baade (27)

Luke Steege (27)

Cindy Landt (28)

Linda Davis (28)

Jim Meyer (28)

WELCA:

Leaders:

January—March: Lisa Meyer
April—June: Vicky Baade
July—September: Karla Schrader
October—December: Mel Lenth

ALTAR GUILD:
Pres: Sherri Johnson (26)
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (26)
Lisa Meyer (28)
Diane Kraus (28)
Banners/Linens/Candles:
Mary Schroeder (27)
Special Services/Flowers:
Betty Handke (27)
Bapt./Comm.:
Sherri Johnson
Darci Engelhardt
Seasonal Banners:
Mary Schroeder

ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM
Chairperson: Linda Schoulte (26)
Secretary: Vicki Baade (27)
Members: Janelle Smith (28)

Becky Fuelling (28)
Aaron Smith (26)
Amanda Goltz (27)

St. John's Luana website
www.stiohn—luana.org

LUANA NEWS

| April 5 7:00 am Easter Sunrise @ Luana 1

. After Worship .
Homemade Cinnamon Rolls

Eggs I

Sausages .

: SUNHISE Applesauce .

| SERVICE Water Milk Coffee |

APRIL VOLUNTEERS

Greeters: Need Greeters

Read Lessons & Prayers: April 5 - Luke Steege -Sunrise @7:00a.m.
April 12 - Vicky Baade
April 19 - Loren Lenth
April 26 - Karla Schrader

Acolyte: April 5 - Emme Wikner — Sunrise @ 7:00a.m.
April 12 -Josh Schierholz
April 19 - Karsten Steege
April 26 — Dayne Anderson

Communion Servers: April 5 -Jerry Schroeder & Linda Davis
April 19 - Loren Lenth & Jim Meyer

Altar Guild: Lisa Meyer

Flowers: Betty Handke

I Known Baptismal Birthdays I

; APRIL I

. 4 - Amber Moeller .

| 6- Erma Swenson |

- 77— Tristan Meyer Ha anniversar

113 - Jay Schroeder o Pyyour‘ e |

14 — Wyatt Landt may you continue -
Ryker Lindner o grew n it I

. 18 — Candice Schlein e e I

. 21 — Stephanie Steele .

| 22 — Connie Schlein S |

« 25 — Sherri Johnson .

127 — Dwain Wolter |

oy
%k nver e
APRIL
19 - Robert & Betty Handke WELCA Meeting 5:30 pm
59 2 Lisa M April 23, 2026
-James & Lisa Meyer Mark your calendar and plan to
Attend.
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?p_r”Sh erri Johnson ! WORSHIP ATTENDANCE '
5 - Connie Schlein : Att. Comm
7 - Cyrus Landt i Feb. 22 27

14- Janelle Smith : Mar. 1 36 33

19 - Avrey Smith : Mar. 8 n/a

28 - Myah Davis EMar. 15 No Church

St. John, Luana Council Minutes March 8, 2026
Present were: Pastor Jeremy, Jerry Schroeder, Loren Lenth, Heath Landt, Luke Steege, Cindy
Landt, Linda Davis, Jim Meyer, Tim Donlon, and Vicky Baade.

Meeting was called to order by President, Jerry Schroeder. N M”VUTES e -~

THE MEETING
Pastor led devotions and prayer. '

Vicky read the minutes of the February 8 meeting. Luke moved to accept the minutes,
Heath seconded, approved.

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Heath moved to accept the report, Luke seconded,
approved.

The parsonage was discussed. Action will be taken with the renter.
The Froelich Barn combined worship service is scheduled for August 2, which is not during
Clayton Co. Fair this year. The Moser Family is not available on August 9, so the decision was

made to leave the date the same. We may include a pancake brunch after the service, since
people will not be leaving to attend the fair.

The location for the combined worship planned for Luana Daze, Sunday, August 23 was discussed.
There is still time to decide on the best location: the basketball court, the small park by the

railroad tracks, or under the tents on the street.

Jeremy is tentatively planning to take a week of vacation in May and a week in July. We will have
services with lay leaders those two Sundays.

Jerry adjourned the meeting. Members prayed the Lord’s Prayer.
Next meeting will be April 12 at 7:30am.

Respectfully submitted by Vicky Baade, Council Secretary
7
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February Report

EXPENSES
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 453.36
Alliant - Electricity 668.90
Karla Schrader —Secretary 523.32
Cindy Landt — Custodian 484.84
NEITEL 119.80
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 2,715.59
Jeremy Wolfe — housing 728.80
Jeremy Wolfe — mileage 200.00
IRS 167.01
City of Luana —w/s/g. 121.67
Portico 702.75
Jeremy Wolfe -PEEPS (reimb from $.5.) 98.25
Church Budget — envelopes 161.74
Plunkett’s 57.25
7,203.28
SPECIAL FUNDS
St John Scholarship Fund CD 43,249.01
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,788.07
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,676.58
St John CD 150,000.00
CURRENT FUND
Envelopes  Plate Total
Feb. 1  1,480.00 1,480.00

Feb. 8  1,422.00 45.00 1,467.00
Feb. 15 1.147.00 12.00 1,159.00
Feb. 22 657.00 657.00

4,706.00 57.00 4,763.00

BENEVOLENCE REPORT
INCOME
Feb. 1 Offering 35.00
Souper Supper  385.00
Feb. 8 Offering 165.00
Food Shelf 160.00
Feb. 15  Offering 60.00
Food Shelf 160.00
Feb. 18  Ash Wednesday 286.00
Feb.22  Offering 70.00
Feb.25  Lent 155.00

1,486.00

INCOME

Feb. 1 1,480.00
Feb. 8 1,467.00
Feb. 15 1,159.00
Feb. 22 _657.00

4,763.00
Trfr Repair Fund 3,600.00
Thrivent 102.00
void ck 50.00
Total Income 8,515.00

Bal. Jan. 31.2026  (524.07)

Income 8,515.00
7,990.93
Less Expenses 7.203.28
787.65
RENT/REPAIR FUND
Bal. 1-31-26 17,620.42
Interest 41.56
17,661.98
Trfr to current 3,600.00
Christmas Dinner Fund 2,090.00
Bal. 2-28-26 11,971.98
THRIVENT BALANCE
Bal. Dec. 31,2025  $139,467.58
Income Jan. 304.03

Taxes, Fees& Expense  (396.00)
Change in Value 1,490.21
Bal. Jan. 31,2026  $140,865.82

EXPENSES

SOTH 130.00

Food Shelf 330.00

Synod 200.00

Souper Supper 385.00
1,045.00

Ash Wed & Lent 441.00
1,486.00



Both Churches News

0 am Easter Sunrise @ Luana

6:3
6:30 pm Good Friday Worship @ Luana
7:0
9:00 am Easter @ Farmersburg

0 pm Maundy Thursday Worship/Comm. @ Farmersburg T\%r N

ol HWPYEASTER

. =1 . .
April 5 EASTER BREAKFAST . |WELCA Spring Gathering: _
After Worship 7:00 am @ Luana April 25, 2026 at St Paul Lutheran, Postville.

. . I Registration 9-9:30 am.
Homemade Cinnamon Rolls .
| | Lunch $10.00 RSVP to Sharon Dean  VOMEN ofthe

Eggs
: siﬁsages =2 563-380-4784 by April 10. Elc A B
I Applesauce " Sl In-kind donations for Food Pantry's . =

*Water Milk Coffee

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS : Dwain Wolter, Roger Landt, Stacy DeSotel, Julie Mohs, Charlie Post,
Dallas Tielbar, Shelby Preston, Bram Byroade, Melody Pate, Jim Fuelling, Mike Reardon, Ron Tayek,
Cheryl Bossard, Beth Bries, Alan Feldmann, Lisa Berns

MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas, Will Schrandt
ELKADER CARE CENTER: Grace Doerring X\/
GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs, Darlene Moon, Jeanette Vogt &

TOWER LIVING CENTER: Lendall Schievelbein Z V&P a.yer
SAMARITAN BETHANY ROCHESTER, MN 55901: Dorothy Kluth \@ LISt

KENSINGTON ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Russett
WAUKON GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER: Rita Pritchard
HOMEBOUND: Glenda Henkes, Jim Fuelling, Shirley Wagner

Prayers and Sympathy I
to the Family and Friends
of Mary Ann Fuelling

who passed away on March I
18, 2026. Her services

were held on March 24th |
at St. Paul Lutheran I

April Rain Song

By Langston Hughes

Church Monona. )

Let the rain kiss you. ]
Let the rain beat upon your head Thank you fOI‘ Sharlng the I
with silver liquid drops. .

Let the rain sing you a lullaby.

Flowers for our Worship

. ' Services.

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk.
The rain makes running pools in the gutter.
The rain plays a little sleep-song
on our roof at night—

And I love the rain. & ST * * ’5‘

When it comes to spring, there's so much to love. The days
become longer, giving us more time each day to enjoy the great
outdoors. More and more birds are returning to the area every
day, and animals we haven't seen since fall awaken from their

slumber or come out of their winter homes.
9




Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - APRIL 2026

Shepherd of the Hills will be hosting our annual Ascension Day service on May 14th, 2026. The
service will take place at Ceres Church (on Hwy 52 between Garnavillo and Guttenberg) @
5:30 pm. After the service, there will be a potluck supper at St. Peter Lutheran Church in
Garnavillo. Please bring meat, salad, dessert or snack to share.

We are looking for more volunteers in the thrift store. Our plan is to be open more Saturdays
but we need more help to ensure this can happen. If you are interested, please reach out to
Heather at 563-783-2409.

Clothing Center Updates:

We have made some renovations in the thrift store. This update has given us more room and a
bit more organized. As of April 1st, we will no longer accept winter clothing. The season
switch over starts April 6t-8t . We will be closed to the public during the switch over.
Please remember to check your donated items before you bring them here. All electrical items
must be in good working condition. Clothing must be free of holes, stains and tares. (Unless
they are factory distressed). All donations must be scheduled so we can ensure room for your
donation. This also allows me to staff accordingly.

Thank you for supporting our thrift store where most everything is only $1.00

Shepherd Conference News:

There are so many wonderful things happening around in our conference churches. We would
be happy to help advertise your events to create more community involvement. Please send
me a poster or event details and I will help with social media.

*** [ will not advertise unless I am directed to do so.

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES: Shepherd of the Hills:
insurance on the building, supplies, salaries | Ascension Day Service May 14® @ 5:30 Heather Hageman
and Lawn/Snow Care. pm 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with St. Olaf, 1A 52072
emergency rent or utilities and our spon- Dollar General Fundraiser for Back to Telephone: 563-783-2409
sored events throughout the year School (TBA) Fax: 563-783.2428
Please utilize the MEMO LINE o ] i
on your check to specify Back to School Event E-mail: shephill@neitel.net
.. . August 12" 9am-5pm
Crisis or Operating Fund!

Please indicate what church you are from *Any event may be subject to change Business Hours: Monday-Friday
as well to provide better bookkeeping. 9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm
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