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Here comes July and with it some fireworks, some hot and muggy weather, and maybe a steep air
conditioning bill. If you get by with a fan and open windows, you have my deep respect! Earlier in June,
the US Army celebrated its 250th anniversary. | had to think about that for a minute, but yes, it makes
sense. The Army predates the founding of the nation, and that means next year we are celebrating our
nation's 250th anniversary. In 1976, our nation celebrated its bicentennial, which is fairly easy to say.
What is a 250th anniversary? It's a semi sesquicentennial, which doesn't exactly roll off the tongue, so
the organizers have wisely branded it America 250.

| was two years old in 1976, so I'd be lying if | told you that | remember the bicentennial. Here is what |
do know. In 1976, the nation was healing from a presidential scandal, a recession, a lengthy war, and
was getting ready for change. So I'm sure that when many lit their sparklers in 1976, they wondered if
America's best days were behind us. Where do we go from here?

| think it's natural to ask that every July 4th. To ask those questions like, "Are we as a nation who we
should be?" The answer, of course, is "not yet." We are still a young nation and "the great experiment."
We are newborns in comparison to Egypt, China, Japan, or India, which were founded before the first
advent of Christ. | do not know what the future holds, but | do know these things.

We are unique in several ways. We are not just one nation but a nation of states, each with their own
character, governance, and quirks. We have resources that other nations don't have, and even though
we are a young nation, we have responsibilities and riches that are unprecedented. | always marvel at
young athletes, and | think our nation is kind of like one of them. There are some young athletes with
gifts and riches beyond reason, and while that's enviable, it's also a huge challenge and there are stum-
bles along the way. | think our nation is still learning how to adapt and manage those blessings and
responsibilities.

So this July 4th, and as we knock on the doorstep of 250 years, we wonder about our place in the world
and what the future holds. Sometimes we yearn for simpler or better days than what we have now. |
would argue this: our strife is not always a sign of something bad. It can be a sign of growth from a still
young nation. We are still learning how to do this, and while we lament where we've fallen short as well
as lament what we've yet to achieve, it's important to remember that experiments come with failures as
well as successes. So this 4th of July, | invite you to thank God for all things and to celebrate the fact
that we've been given such great blessings and ask for wisdom as we continue to go through these
growth spurts. | love the fact that we have diverse opinions, people, ideas, and movements. It sure is
messy, but it gives us a chance to grow, change, and to hopefully move toward a more perfect union.

Blessings to you,
Pastor Jeremy Wolfe
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‘5 @ On June 1st we welcomed Bodie James

i qL\ Forsythe into the Body of Christ through the
(—— sacrament of Baptism. Bodie is the son of
Danny and Lizzy Forsythe. His Baptismal
sponsors are Alli Moran and Billie Forsythe-
Karnik.

Vernice & Bev Moon celebrated their 71st

Wedding Anniversary and shared a bouquet
of flowers for our worship service. The small
pink roses were planted on the home farm in ¥
1941. Thank you for sharing the flowers.

Thank you to Clark & Kris Wikner for
sharing flowers in memory of Kris’s Mother Joan Adel Oelke.

Thank you to Kenny & Velma Kuehl & Dave & Heather
Hageman for sharing flowers from their gardens.

Thank you to Nancy Moon and Ethel Lenth for the creating the
lovely bouquets for our altar.

Jeanette Krambeer I
\ % Lynette Krambeer |
(_\-\]\“GEQ\: 1500 Osceola Ave. I
Des Moines, IA. 50316
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On your baptism |
anniversary, may 1

I 5 Tessa Tielbar

* 8 Abbigail Fuelling

! 9 Jade Gerndt

I 16 Breanna Hope commitment you I

=21 Kathy Kllnge made to follow Him.

I 23 Diezel Fuelling &V.’o |

. . zz QUOTESILOVE.COM
24 Kim Koopman, Jr. é&:

| .
. 31 Bobby King e
| Brandon Looby }igx

you be reminded of
the love and grace 1
of God, and the

A DVD of the 125th

together for anyone interested.
There will be no charge for the
DVD. To place an order contact
Nancy Moon at 539-4562.

Anniversary celebration will be put

May Worship Attendance

4- 33
11- 60
18- 27
25- 35 e hdit
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USHERS : Acolytes
July 6 & July 13 E SUNSHINE COMMITTEE (| jyly 6 10:00 AM Brayden Hoth
Captain Jason Klinge  Zach Radloff : N . 13 10:00 AM volunteer
Bill Scherf |lI. Larry Friedlein Pl Jeff Klinge & Deb Tidwell 20 10:00 AM Carsen Kirby

27 10:00 AM volunteer

July 20 & July 27
Captain Randy Wiedenman Scott Goltz
Don Erickson Don Bossard :

GREETERS
July 6 Scott & Crystal Goltz
13 Don & Kathy Erickson

ALTAR GUILD
Cheryl Bossard

:  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
:July 6  Linda Schoulte

20  Loretta Weipert

20 Tammy Muller & Christina Pate I
27 Heather Crogan & Lizzy Forsythe
Memor/als Given May 2024—May 2025 G IR L = i I
I Altar Cloth for Basement in memory of Don Marmann by Shirley Marmann | I ST o I
* Round Tablecloth in memory of Shirley Henkes by Don & Cheryl Bossard I Jul
| 4ft & 6ft Tables in memory of Shirley Henkes JUlY I
* 2 Altar Communion Cloths in memory of Shirley Henkes I 19 Dave & Heather Hageman I
. Stoles for Pastor Jeremy purchased by the Memorial Fund 24 John & Becky Fuelling
| Copier for office purchased by the Memorial Fund —— e ———— ]
= Cement for Sidewalk in memory of Brooklyn Scherf |
May 2025 — Treasurer's Report by Kelly Shaw
Income:
1000.00 N
113.00 e
490.00 v
706.00 ‘
1659.00 : .
106(6)-88 (Thrivent Choice Dollars) July 1 Cody Henkes
. rivent Choice Dollars S
; 3 Christina Pate
446.45 (PayPal Offering) 4 Theresa Feldmann
Missions: 5 Morgan Peterson
NE Iowa Synod: 270.00 Jessica Holly
SOTH: 232.00 7 Adrianna Schoulte
Food Shelf: 122.00 10 Jared Lenth
IS;[SIP t. Home: 533 88 13 Barb Brainard
EWALU: 35.‘00 15 Zoee Gerndt
Staff Compensation: 17 Renae Sherven
Pastor: 2636.37 + 528.36+ 351.38 (Portico) Robert Fuelling
(Housing from different Account: 707.58) Jake Shaw
Inside Cust.: 215.48
Outside Cust.: 126.98 }g fgﬁ; ?F‘;he‘ﬁlfng
Organists: 129.28
Expensesfg Laura (Glawe) Zurcher
Black Hills (gas): 194.05 20 Charlotte Elizabeth Rodas
Alliant (elec): 178.51 22 David Wagner
NEIT: 121.43 2 T 1 L h h P
Church Mutual 773.00 22 ] alisa (V\?uff tenmacher) Porter
Quill 89.86 (Copier Paper) eremy wolle
Total Income:  5480.45 William Sc‘he‘rf V.
Total Expenses: 5344.70 Landon Phillips
26 Brooke (Glawe) Tesar
General Checking Balance — May 1, 2025:  351.15 28 David Leuchtenmacher
May 31,2025:  486.90 31 Vivien Ione Scherf
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ST. JOHN FARMERSBURG COUNCIL MINUTES
Date: June 22, 2025

Present: Bill Scherf, Linda Schoulte, Loretta Weipert, Bruce Glawe, Dave Hageman and Jeremy Wolfe.
Absent: Ken Erickson and Crystal Goltz.
Meeting called to order by President Bill at 1100.
Opening devotions given by Jeremy.
Linda moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Dave. Motion carried.
Motion to approve the minutes of May 11, 2025 meeting made by Dave. Second by Bruce. Motion carried.
Bruce moved to approve the treasurer’s report, second by Linda. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

*Brief update on fundraiser for Heather Hageman this year. Then do a fundraiser as an annual event for
individuals in need.

*Everything's coming together for the Anniversary celebration.

Old Business:

*Was unable to move $55,000 CD Scholarship to 5 year fixed Annuity because you have to be retired to do
so. The decision was made to put money in a CD instead. The interest difference of CD vs Annuity is around
$300.

125th Anniversary updates/discussions:

*Ronnie Miller will record the 125th Anniversary celebration, individuals are able to order DVD at no cost.
*Was in the bulletin today asking for volunteers to provide picnic tables for the celebration next Sunday.
*Will need 4 ushers: individuals down to usher next Sunday are Dave Hageman, Clark Wikner, Wyatt Glawe
and John Klinge next Sunday.

*Jeremy will contact Johnsons this week to verify everything, states he will include council members in the
email.

*In progress in printing the history of the church and bulletins.

*Jennifer Edinger is going to be absent for the event, she is writing a letter that will be read by Theresa
during the service.

*Jeremy will contact the Bishoff to see where he would like offering funds to go in his honor.

*Individual(s) have offered to cover the cost of Johnson's catering bill.

New Business: None

Committee Reports:

Evangelism - None

Parish Education - None

Property - Air condition needs to be checked. The dirt was leveled along the sidewalk by the schoolhouse.
Stewardship - None

Worship - None

Memorial - None %‘,:\\f—\

Men’s Group - None \;\E&)

Women'’s Group - 4

Motion to adjourn by Linda, second by Dave. Motion carried. Mee-l-ing

Next meeting July 13 after worship Minutes
Respectively submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary
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LUANA
CHURCH SECRETARY & IWELCA NEWS
FINANCIAL TREAS.: - July 24th 5:30 QOME,, |
Karla Schrader | om WELCA @ - @ =
- St. John Luana e s .
CHURCH COUNCIL: | |
President: Jerry Schroeder (26) I_". o h e — —
V. Pres: Aaron Smith (25) . .
Sec: Vicky Baade (27) . I
Cur. Treas: Diane Kraus (25) I gy A/ | Teee Wikn
Bene. Treas: Stan Dull (26) )43 . B Kvwl T'll‘ o
Financial Counters: Council . _—_ I - dr'lLl S(;)tn
DEACONS: - - Shern Landt
Jerry Schroeder (26) I Happy 'a_‘ . 13 - Melissa Moeller
Tim Donlon (26) . Anniversary I 17 - 'lgrgl VDe(r)Ig(iII:e
'Il-%rl(ngliEeEnSt'h 27) I . 20—Mary Schroeder
Diane Kraus (25) S JuLy . 23 - Jade Moeller
Aaron Smith (25) 4 - Chad & Annette Davis | 96 - Katie Tilson
Heath Landt (26) I 6 - Lonnie & Vicky Baade . 29 - Logan Engelhardt
Vicky Baade (27) * 7- Neal & Stephanie Wikner -
ke st 7] 13 - Travis & Sheri Landt |
uke Steege | 24 - Tim & Lisa Donlon !
e 31 Dkt Soer
Leaders: [m e e e e - ————
January—March: Karla Schrader JULY VOLUNTEERS
April—June: Mel Lenth I THANK YOU.
P | Greeters: Duaine and Linda Davis el siittontl..

July—September: Lisa Meyer

Oct.—December: Vicky Baade Read Lessons & Prayers: July 6 Karla Schrader

July 13 Mary Schroeder
July 20 Neal Wikner
July 27 Luke Steege

ALTAR GUILD:
Pres: Sherri Johnson (26)
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (26)
Banners/Linens/Candles:
Lisa Meyer (25)
Mary Schroeder (27)
Special Services/Flowers:
Diane Kraus (25)
Betty Handke (27)
Bapt./Comm.:
Sherri Johnson
Darci Engelhardt
Seasonal Banners:

Acolyte: July 6 Karsten Steege
July 13 Dayne Anderson
July 20 Emme Wikner
July 27 Josh Schierholz

Communion Servers: July 6 - Loren Lenth and Luke Steege
July 20 - Jerry Schroeder and Stan Dull

Altar Guild: Diane Kraus
Flowers: Lisa Meyer

Mary Schroeder | = = e e e e e - |
ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM | = " WORSHIP Llhjl}c’:h D S \@7\:7”/
Chairperson: Linda Schoulte (26) ATTENDANCE . ad bavis :\
Secretary: Vicki Baade (27) . At Co -, Z\Iﬁiﬁtﬂ?ﬁls
Members: f;ﬂ,iig'ﬁ:g(%gé) IMay 25 38 I 10 — Brynleigh McHaney |
Aaron Smith (26) .June 1 37 34 - 13 - Neil Landt On
Amanda Goltz (27) “June 8 37 19 — Dayne Anderson Your :
IJ une 15 35 33 26 — Katie Tilson Anniversary
St. John's Luana website . 147 67 . 30 — Betty Handke Of Baptism
www.stjohn-luana.org A
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St. John Council Minutes
June 8, 2025

Present were: Pastor Jeremy, Jerry Schroeder, Diane Kraus, Loren Lenth, Luke Steege, Aaron Smith
and Vicky Baade. Church secretary, Karla Schrader was also present. Tim Donlon, Stan Dull, and
Heath Landt were absent. Meeting was called to order by President, Jerry Schroeder.

Pastor led devotions.

Vicky read the minutes of the May 14 meeting. Luke moved to accept the minutes, Diane
seconded, approved.

The treasurer’s report was reviewed. Loren moved to accept the report, Vicky seconded,
approved.

Church insurance — Jeremy has contacted some of the insurance companies. He will meet with one
agent this week. He will ask for a quote including the parsonage and one without.

Jerry contacted Benzing from Waukon to do the survey. He will be here sometime in the next two
weeks.

Aaron will check with Brenen Steele to see how soon he will start painting the white trim on the
outside of the church.

Jerry will talk to Mark Bries about black dirt for the spot on the south side of the church where
landscaping was removed.

Jeremy will have a sign-up sheet in the narthex for the Farmersburg 125%™ anniversary catered
meal.

Jeremy reported that PEEPS and confirmation have concluded for the summer. He plans to do
home visits and hand out flyers in town to invite more kids to participate.

Ministry Team decided not to meet this week.

Jerry adjourned the meeting. Members prayed the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting will be July 13 at 7:30am (tentative — may be can- i
celled if no business to discuss — this is common in July.
[ usi iscu isi in July.) MEETING
= -
Respectfully submitted by Vicky Baade, Council Secretary - MIMES &
z =2

shutterstock.com - 2306929209
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MAY REPORT
EXPENSES INCOME
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 264.58 May 5 1,410.00
Alliant - Electricity 276.45 May 12 1,125.00
Karla Schrader —Secretary 500.24 May 19 932.00
Cindy Landt — Custodian 461.50 May 27 1,131.00
NEITEL 119.66 4,598.00
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 2,636.46 Trfr Repair Fund 1,600.00
Jeremy Wolfe — housing 707.58 6,198.00
Jeremy Wolfe —Apr. mileage 628.60
Plunkett’s Exterminators 170.60
Church Mutual — Prop. Ins. 944.26 Bal. Apr. 30, 2025 664.31
6,709.93 Income 6,198.00
6,862.31
Less Expenses 6,709.93
Bal. May 31, 2025 152.38
SPECIAL FUNDS RENT/REPAIR FUND
St John Scholarship Fund CD 43,249.01 Bal. 4-30-25 $15,236.68
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,690.04 Dep. 5-6 & 5-27 1,400.00
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,676.58 $16,636.68
St John CD 150,000.00 To current fund 1,600.00
Bal. 5-31-25 $15,036.68
CURRENT FUND
Envelopes Plate Total THRIVENT BALANCE
May 4 1,300.00 110.00 1,410.00 Bal. Apr. 30, 2025 148,820.64
May 11 1,057.00 68.00 1,125.00
May 18 927.00 5.00 932.00 stmt not received yet
May 25 1,107.00 24.00 1,131.00
4,391.00 207.00 4,598.00
BENEVOLENCE REPORT
INCOME EXPENSES
May 5 Offering 165.00
May 11 Offering 50.00 SOTH $255.00
Food Shelf 10.00 Food Shelf 90.00
SOTH Oper 50.00 Synod 155.00
May 18 Offering 25.00 $500.00
May 25 Offering 45.00
Food Shelf 70.00
SOTH Oper 75.00
Easter 10.00
$500.00




Both Churches News

United Methodist Church in Monona will
have a one-day, all day VBS/Bible Camp Day
on Wednesday July 23rd from 9 AM to 4
PM. We're inviting kids who've completed
Kndg thru 6th grades to participate.

According to what others have said we as the
host don't do a lot of the hands-on work/
teaching with the kids? So I'm wondering how many folks are
available to help with the day? We'll need teachers, crafters, lunch
preparers/servers and PP As far as the curriculum, I've asked the
Christian Ed. coordinator up in Waukon if we can use her day
long program about the life of Moses.

§REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS : McCoy Eberling, Roger Landt,

Doug Schlein, Dennis Hanson, Stacy DeSotel, Tom Meuleman,

Julie Mohs, Charlie Post, Joy David, Dallas Tielbar, Shelby
Preston, Bram Byroade, Melody Pate, Jim Fuelling, Mike

Reardon, Ron Tayek, Cheryl Bossard, Beth Bries, John Klinge,

Alan Feldmann

: MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas, Will

:  Schrandt

: ELKADER CARE CENTER: Grace Doerring, Lee Klinkenberg,
: GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs, Darlene Moon,

: Harold & Jeanette Vogt

: TOWER LIVING CENTER: Lendall Schievelbein

: SAMARITAN BETHANY ROCHESTER, MN 55901: Dorothy Kluth
: KENSINGTON ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Russett

: WAUKON GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER: Rita Pritchard

: HOMEBOUND: Glenda Henkes, Jim Fuelling, Shirley Wagner
: Jeanette Krambeer in Des Moines

Back to School Items Needed
for SOTH

Mechanical Pencils

Pink Erasers

Dry Erase Markers

Pencil Boxes

Pencil Cases

Index Cards

Kleenex

1 inch Binders

Wide Spiral Single Subject Note-
books

Narrow Spiral Single Subject
Notebooks

Narrow Composition Books

Wide Composition Books

College Filler Paper

Wide Filler Paper

Thin Colored Markers

Classis Wide Markers

Blunt Youth Scissors

‘Ah-ilth of July~\.:
f‘l“\\#nl‘d Neqgre .--"d’r.;.\'
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2025 July Church Update

From Orphanage to Expansive Outreach
The Journey of Lutheran Services in lowa

As we celebrate 160 years of ministry through Lutheran Services in Iowa, we are filled with gratitude, for
the lives changed, the communities strengthened, and the faithful support that has sustained this work for
generations.

What began as a small orphanage has grown nto a statewide mission of compassion and care. The story of
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) is one of transformation, deeply rooted in the Lutheran commitment to
serve our neighbors in need.

1864: A Humble Beginning

LSI’s story starts with the opening of the Lutheran Children’s Home in 1864. In 1900, the home relocated
to Waverly and was renamed the Bremwood Children’s Home, becoming a place of refuge for countless
children over the years.

1939-1945: Expanding the Mission

The mission widened in 1939 with the founding of the Lutheran Welfare Society of lowa. By 1945, this
ministry reached across the state, with offices in Council Bluffs, Des Moines, Iowa City, and Sioux City—
bringing help and hope to more Iowans.

1963: A New Name, Broader Services
In 1963, the organization became Lutheran Social Services (LSS). Its ministries grew to include child wel-
fare, foster care, and chaplaincy services—touching more lives and deepening its commitment to families.

2003: Uniting in Purpose
A major milestone came in 2003, when LSS merged with the Bremwood Children’s Home, creating the

organization we know today: Lutheran Services in Iowa (LLSI). While Bremwood ceased functioning as a
children’s home, it became a residential treatment facility for youth serving faithfully until 2024.

2024: A Shift m Focus

Due to rising operational costs, LSI discontinued residential services in Waverly in 2024. However, the
spirit of care lives on, LSI continues to provide a variety of services in the Waverly area and throughout
Towa.

A Mission That Grows with Grace
“We have evolved significantly from an orphanage that believed in being there for children who were in
need to, now, a multi service Lutheran mission organization,” says our President & CEO Renee Hardman.

Today, LSI serves Iowans through Early Childhood, Foster Care & Adoption, Global Greens, Mental
Health, Services for People with Disabilities, Immigrant & Refugee Services.



Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - JULY 2025

We are gearing up for our Back to School event. There are so many new families using our

services that we are going to need a lot of help to make this a success. Our event is scheduled

for August 6. We will be collecting donations from July 1-August 4. If you would rather send

a monetary donation, please send them to the office at the address below.

A list of needed school supplies is attached. Back packs (17 in or larger) are always needed,

especially if they have characters on them. Thank you for supporting our youth and investing
in their future to go Back to School!

Clothing Center Updates:

We are in need of bedding sheets (all sizes), bath towels, pots and pans, baking dishes and
children’s clothing. Thank you all for your continued support and great donations!!

All donations need to be scheduled so I can staff accordingly. This allows us the ability to go
through the donations faster and keep the inventory rotating.

Please remember if your donations are not in good condition to where you would not use
them, please do not pass them on to us. We gladly accept “in season” items as long as they are
in good working condition. Please make sure clothing is free from stains, tares, rips, broken
zippers and missing buttons. Please follow us on Facebook or our website to get the latest
news on the clothing center and our Saturday sales.

Shepherd Conference News:

Please help us congratulate the following pastors on the anniversary of their ordinations...

June Anniversary'’s: (Sorry I forgot to include these last month)
Pastor Erika Lenth, St. Paul, Monona 06/01/2013

Pastor Margaret Yackel-Juleen, One in Faith Perishes 06/14/2009
Pastor Ron Roberts, East Clermont, Clermont 06/23/1996
July Anniversaries:

Pastor Gary Hatcher, St. Paul, Garnavillo/ First, McGregor 07/24/1977
Pastor Jeremy Wolfe, St. John Luana & Farmersburg 07/28/2024
Pastor Tyler Hoey, St. Peter, Garnavillo/Peace, Clayton 07/24/2021
Pastor David Tielbar, One in Faith Parishes, 07/15/2015

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, insur- IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES: Shepherd of the Hills:
ance on the building, supplies, salaries and Dollar General Fundraiser Heather Hageman
July 12 10am-6pm 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,
St. Olaf, IA 52072

Lawn/Snow Care.
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with All area Dollar Generals

Telephone: 563-783-2409

emergency rent or utilities and our spon-
sored events throughout the year Back to School Event
Please utilize the MEMO LINE August 6" from 9am-5pm Fax: 563-783-2428
on your check to specify (Referral required to participate) E-mail: shephill@neitel.net
Crisis or Operating Fund! Business Hours: Monday-
*Any event may be subject to change .
Friday

9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm

Please indicate what church you are from
as well to provide better bookkeeping.




