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It's back to school time and it’s time for confirmation class to start up again. In addition to confirma-
tion class we are starting a new book(s) at WELCA Bible study. We are going to be studying the
Epistles of John. Not the Gospel of John, but the three short letters written by John to believers. We
do WELCA Bible study in Luana once a month and it’s open to ALL women. You can be from St.
John Farmersburg or anywhere else. We normally meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 5
PM. The discussions are very fruitful. Unlike a sermon or a video, you get a chance to discuss the
word of God with other believers. When we are all looking at a passage we tend to notice things
that have been hiding in plain sight sometimes. The word of God is so rich that you could read the
Bible 1000 times and still keep finding new treasures. Hopefully a verse or two has come alive for
you even though you’ve known it for years. Here are a couple of verses from the 1st Epistle of
John that you may be familiar with:

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
(1st John 1:8-9 NRSV)

As Christians we know that we aren’t perfect! We know that we sin and truth is telling God about
our sins. He knows and he’s ready to forgive you when you ask. The blood of Jesus is more than
enough to cleanse you from all unrighteousness.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for
our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1st John 2:1-2 NRSV)

John is telling us something simple. Don’t sin deliberately. We want to avoid sin but when you do
fall short, we have the best advocate or lawyer you could ever have. He is our high priest and your
sins are covered when you ask for forgiveness in the name of Jesus.

It's a comforting and challenging letter(s). The Bible is great to read on your own but it's best when
you can be in the company of other believers striving for the same thing. Join us or join a Bible
study that feeds your soul. You will be glad that you did.

Pastor Jeremy
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SEPTEMBER 8th
/ \ Fall/Winter Schedule begins.
Remembe®- \ =)} Worship time is 10:30 am.
st Sunday School begins at 9:15 am.
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Bring your backpacks to the
Worship service on September
8th following Sunday School and
the backpacks will be blessed.
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4:00 pm Potluck & Entertainment  Backpacks

These flowers are in
honor of Clark & Kris

ol Wikner’s Wedding

: Anniversary. Two were
8l on the Altar and the
other bouquet was on
the organ. Thanks to
Nancy Moon & Ethel
Lenth for making these
Bouquets and others for
our worship services.

We would like to express our deepest
appreciation to Jeremy and our church
p family for all the prayers and support given
to us during the loss of our daughter Brook.
We would also like to thank the women
who made desserts and helped with the
A meal. God bless you all!

The Men’s Group would like to thank everyone for the
donations of food and the generous monetary donations to
make the pork dinner successful. Also thank you to the
Moon family for the cheese donation, to Gordon Peterson for
purchasing the meat and to John Fuelling for cooking it.

The Men’s group appreciated the help from the men and
the youth for getting orders together and taking them out to
the cars. The money will be used for the front sidewalk
repair.

Thanks again, The Men’s Group.

.I_KNOWN “SEPTEMBER” BAPTISMS

* 3 Diane (Henning) Stangeland
Morgan Peterson

= 7 —Lendall Schievelbein

* 8- Wyatt Glawe

I 9 — Cheryl Bossard

= 11 — Ben Wikner

1 16 — Nick Scherf

21— Nicole Tuecke

* 29 —Kyle Moon _

Dacia Schoulte ]
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USHERS
September 1 (outside service) 10:00 am
Captain Derek Radloff John Fuelling
Rod Stagman Larry Friedlein

September 8 & September 15 10:30 am
Captain Matt Radloff Alan Feldman
Josh Schoulte Dan Moon

GREETERS
September
1 Derek & Tonya Radloff
8 Allen & Karen Feldman
15 Josh & Megan Schoulte

September 22 & September 29 10:30 am
Captain Bill Scherf IV. Doug Glawe

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Don & Cheryl Bossard

Altar Guild
Velma Kuehl
Deb Tidwell

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

September 1 Dave Hageman
September 15 Ryan Moon

Clark Wikner Paul Weipert 22 Bill & Erin Scherf IV.
29 Lindelle Scherf & Martyn Geick
*ACOLYTES I
September .
= 1 Outside Service 10:00 AM Claire Goltz I

| 8 10:30 AM Olivia Kirby

.15 10:30 AM Brayden Hoth I
|22 10:30 AM Carsen Kirby .
.29 10:30 AM Connor Kirby l
I September Calendar 1
I 1 10:00 am Combined Worship @ Farmersburg Outside I
8 10:30 am Worship @ Farmersburg
I 18  1:00 pm Unit Meeting & Election of officers I
Thought for the Day: Nancy Moon I
I Devotions: Becky Fuelling
Snack: Shirley Marmann I
| 21 EWALU Quilt Auction
28  Good Will Truck—8:00 am—11:00 am Faith Lutheran I

| 30

7:00 pm Interchurch council meeting @ St. John Luana

—

—

September

5 Williom & Michelle Scherf

7 Ron & Gloria Tayek

9 Danny & Lizzy Forsythe
10 Andrew & Megan Klink
16 Matthew & Nicole Radloff
18 Bill & Erin Scherf

Jarrod & Laney (Gardner) Van Hauen

20 Paul & Loretta Weipert
23 Ken & Heather Crogan

September
3 Darci (Kurth) Quamme
4 Heather Crogan
6 Brad Hoth
Nick Kirby
7 Lee Zurcher
Blake Walleser
8 Nathan Johanningmeier
Gloria Tayek
11 Annabelle Rae Palmersheim
Addison Corlett
12 Kenneth Erickson
13 Doug Little
14 Allan Wiedemann
16 Martin Hope
Emma Phillips
17 Michelle Scherf
18 Max Byroade
19 Eleanor Mae Rodas
21 Jordan Klinge
Matthew Radloff
22 Doug Glawe
23 Dennis Henning
25 Lisa Pritchard Knickerbocker
27 Loretta Weipert
Brayden Hoth
28 Charlie Byroade
29 Harold Henning



ST. JOHN FARMERSBURG COUNCIL MINUTES

Date: 8/18/24
Present: Loretta Weipert, Ryan Moon, Bruce Glawe, Dave Hageman, Bill Scherf and Jeremy Wolfe. Absent:
Linda Schoulte and Ken Erickson.

Meeting called to order by President Bill at 11:05 am. Opening devotions given by Jeremy Wolfe.

Ryan moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Dave. Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the minutes of the 7/14/24 meeting made by Bruce, second by Dave. Motion carried.
Dave moved to approve the July treasurer's report, seconded by Loretta. Motion carried.

Pastor’s Report:

*Thanks to the Council and the Congregation members for their support.

*Individuals in the congregation continue to ask about the option of online giving. Feels that PayPal account

would be the easiest solution, council agrees for Kelly to set up PayPal account to allow members to make
contributions through PayPal if they wish.

Ongoing Business:

*Ryan reported that Monday Market at Luana Bank is completed.
*Installation of Jeremy Wolfe at St John’s Luana next week.
*Jeremy was able to order 3 stoles which should arrive soon.

New Business:

*Discussed Sunday School starting 9/8/24. Was decided to not have a Sunday School Brunch this year.
*Planning in process for a Potluck and music on the patio September 8th at 4 pm.

*Confirmation Meeting scheduled for September 11, parents encouraged to attend.

*Harvest Meal scheduled for October 27, will start planning at the September council meeting.

Committee Reports:
*Evangelism - No report

*Parish Education - Sunday School to start 9/8/24 and confirmation on 9/11/24. Loretta will send letters to
parents.
*Property - Koehn Construction got the bid for concrete work.

*Stewardship - No report.

*Worship - Joint worship in Luana August 25 and in Farmersburg on September 1. It was suggested to have
Sept 1 worship on the patio if the weather is nice. Starting September 8 worship time will be 10:30 am.

*Memorial - No report.
*Mens Group - No report.
*Womens Group - No report.

Motion to adjourn by Ryan, second by Dave. Motion carried. Next meeting September 8 after service.

Respectively submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary



FARMERSBURG NEWS

July, 2024 — Treasurer's Report

Income:
285.00
994.00
2038.97
1040.00 (to SOTH)
Missions:
NE Iowa Synod: 270.00
SOTH: 232.00
Food Shelf: 122.00 :
St. Pt. Home: 35.00 :  July Worship Attendance
LSI: 50.00 7- 56
EWALU: 35.00 14- 34
: 21- 29
Staff Compensation: : 28- 112 :
Pastor: 1184.41 + 549 44 At e e rEmEss s EEEEEEssssEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEE :

Inside Cust.: 215.48
Outside Cust.: 126.98
Organists: 161.61

Expenses:
Black Hills (gas): 42.29
Alliant (elec): 250.48
NEIT: 116.25
Church Mutual 597.57
Freedom BNK 17.07 (checks)
Quill 263.78 (Paper)
Quilted with Prayer ~ 500.00 (Jeremy’s gift certificate)
Marco 446.47

City of Farmersburg  335.40 (Utilities)

Total Income: 3317.97
Total Expenses: 5551.23

General Checking Balance — July 1, 2024:  9322.07
July 31,2024:  7088.81

Kelly Shaw, Treasurer
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Karla Schrader
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V. Pres: Aaron Smith (25)
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DEACONS:

Neil Landt (24)
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TRUSTEES:

Sherri Johnson (24)
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WELCA:

Leaders:

January—March Vicky Baade
April—June Lisa Meyer
July—September Mel Lenth
Oct.—December Karla Schrader

ALTAR GUILD:
Pres: Sherri Johnson (26)
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (26)
Banners/Linens/Candles:
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Special Services/Flowers:
Betty Handke (24)
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Seasonal Banners:
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ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM
Chairperson: Tammy Muller(24)
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LUANA NEWS
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- Seplsmber:

Combined Worship: September 1st 10:00 am @ Farmersburg

: Sunday, September 8t is God’s Work Our
: Hands Sunday.

Bring donations for the Food Shelf.

Greeters: Jeff & Janelle Smith & Aaron & Amy Smith

Read Lessons & Prayers: Sept. 1- Combine Service @ Farmersburg
Sept. 8- Jerry Schroeder
Sept. 15 - Keith Johnson
Sept. 22 - Karla Schrader
Sept. 29 - Linda Davis
Acolyte: Sept. 1- Combine Service @ Farmersburg
Sept. 8- Dayne Anderson
Sept. 15 - Karston Steege
Sept. 22 - Emme Wikner
Sept. 29 - Josh Schierholz

Communion Servers: Sept. 15 - Jerry Schroeder and Stan Dull

: Altar Guild: Betty Handke

Flowers: Dawn Dull

“Together for Others”

September 30" at 8:30 am-12:00 we will .
: be making quilts I

y and gathering
items for baby .
layettes. Bring I
diapers, sleepers, - , 5
blankets, .
sweaters, soap,

small towel for the layettes.

I 2 — Diane Kraus
« 8- Cindy Landt
*13 - Lilian Smith
15 — Dennis Landt
=17 - Lisa Donlon
. Paul Engelhardt
|18—Jim Meyer
- 20 — Vicky Baade
I 22 — Duaine Palas
26 — Duaine Davis

LEvervone 1s welcome to help.



http://www.stjohn-luana.org

St. John/Luana Council Minutes July 14, 2024
Meeting called to order by President Neil Landt at 7:33am
Present: President Neil Landt, Vice President Aaron Smith, Stan Dull, Sherri Johnson, Diane Kraus,
Heath Landt, Melanie Lenth, Pastor Jeremy and Jerry Schroeder.
Absent: Tim Donlon
Devotions: Led by Pastor on healing for our nation.
Council minutes from May 12 were read by Melanie. One correction-council meeting that was

scheduled for June was cancelled. Motion from Stan and seconded by Diane to approve the
minutes. Motion carried.

Financial Report: Reports from May and June reviewed. Motion made by Sherri and seconded by
Heath to approve the reports. Motion carried.

Old Business:

e The pile of dirt by the parsonage was maintained by the renters.

e Baptismal Font no update-Tim was absent.

e Church sign-Pastor discussed possibly using our own church's logo after sharing information on
the ELCA. Pastor and Melanie will continue to work on the design and to get the Building Committee
involved for the new location.

Combined Service at Froelich Barn on August 4™ @9:00am with Luana as host. Pastor will supply the
Communion bread.

Special meeting minutes from June 16" were read by Melanie. Sherri motioned to approve and
seconded by Heath. Motion carried.

Congregational Call minutes from June 23 were read by Melanie. Diane motioned to approve and
seconded by Stan. Motion carried.

New Business:

e No morning Church service in Luana on July 28th. Pastor's ordination is scheduled for that
afternoon.

e PastorJeremy explained the outline for his ordination on July 28, 2024 @ 2:00pm in Farmersburg. It
will be a Combined standard Church service with communion. The Bishop will deliver the homily and
the ordainment.

e Pastor presented to the council his Acceptance of Call Letter from the Synod.

e AnInstallation Combined service for Pastor Jeremy will be held in Luana on August

25" @9:00am with communion. Fellowship to follow in basement.

e Please note-no communion will be served on August 18™ in Luana.

e Jerrydiscussed the church's lawn care and weeds. Neil will assist Jerry on this situation.
Christmas meal is still in the works with the serving time to be announced at a later date and the
number of desired volunteers.

Next meeting August 11, 2024 @ 7:30am.
No further action discussed meeting adjourned at 8:19am.

Respectively submitted by Melanie Lenth



LUANA NEWS
JULY REPORT

EXPENSES INCOME
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 40.79 July 7 1,245.00
Alliant - Electricity 149.84 July 14 932.00
Karla Schrader —Secretary 500.24 July 21 682.00
Cindy Landt — Custodian 461.50 July 28 535.00
NEITEL 119.34 3,394.00
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 1,234.40 Geraniums reimburse _70.00
IRS 480.45 3,464.00
Plunkett's — ext 170.60
3,157.16
Bal. June 30, 2024 5,656.38
Income 3,464.00
SPECIAL FUNDS 9,120.38
St John Scholarship Fund CD 40,895.06 Less Expense 3,157.16
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,500.44 Bal July 31,2024  5,963.22
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,499.38
CURRENT FUND RENT/REPAIR FUND
Envelopes Plate Total
July 7 1,240.00 5.00 1,245.00 Bal. 6-30-24 $28,934.59
July 14 922.00 10.00 932.00 Dep. 500.00
July 21 652.00 30.00 682.00 Interest 66.21
July 28 535.00 535.00 Bal. 7-31-24 $29,500.80
3,349.00 45.00 3,394.00
BENEVOLENCE REPORT THRIVENT BALANCE
Bal. July 31, 2024 299,216.04
INCOME
July 7 Offering 85.00
Food Shelf 50.00
July 14 Offering 10.00
Food Shelf 110.00 EXPENSE
SOTH Crisis 50.00
Back 2 School  75.00 SOTH 129.00
July 21 Offering 19.00 SOTH Operating 50.00
Food Shelf 10.00 SOTH Crisis 50.00
Back 2 School  50.00 Back 2 School 125.00
July 28 Offering 15.00 Food Shelf 180.00
Food Shelf 10.00 534.00

SOTH Oper. 50.00
534.00



LUANA NEWS

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE Known Baptism Birthdays
Att. Comm September
' 12 - Kelsi Davis
July 14 38 Tyce Wikner 1
July 21 30 29 15 — Robert Handke

16 — Kelsey McHaney
18 — Jade Moeller whing ye ,

July 28 Ordination @ Fmbg
Aug. 4 Froelich Barn

Aug. 11 37 22 — Logan Engelhardt | BLESSED & HAPPY
mgls 3 Sabrina Swenson | 1 T
. 23 — Doug Schrader
24 — Dawn Dull & g‘/ ’ :
Brooklyn Landt ¥ >
%P‘P 25 — Diane Kraus

Rsa]’yv 26 — Kim Steege
27 — Stan Dull

1 - Paul & Jeanne Miller
2 — Paul & Darci Engelhardt
4 - Luke & Kim Steege
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BOTH CHURCH NEWS

s T
FPastor=zI gj
Installation

cop BLESS Youll

PASTOR JEREMY

Congratulations to Pastor Jeremy Wolfe on his installation! It was held on August 25th at
St. John Luanal!



Both Churches News

Sunday, September 1st will be
, 6{' HS a combined worship service at
\V, ’@\D 'l MY\ 10:00 am at St. John
\Y/ NSO | Farmersburg.

T%ﬁf

Congregational Fall Potluck & Music on the Patio
On September 8th, we’ll continue the fun
with a fall potluck and special music on
the patio starting at 4 PM.

David Poggenklass will be with us to share
the gift of music. This is open to both
churches as well as to the public. We’'d
love to have you and your family join us
for an evening of fellowship, food, and music!

2024 Ewalu Quilt Auction Schedule
Sept. 16, 12:00 p.m. - Online Auction
bidding begins
Saturday, Sept. 21 Camp Ewalu
:9:00 am - Grounds open & Country Store
:opens.
:11:00 am - Devotional worship service
V September 2024 — Impact of In-Kind Donations :12:00 om - Freewill lunch bedins

At LSI, in-kind gifts (non-monetary) are just as T : P . . . g .
( impactful as financial donations. Director of 51'00 pm - Live quilt auction begins
LUTHERAN SERVICES IN 10wA  Philanthropy, Deb Whitford, was inspired by the ESept. 22,7:00 pm - Online Auction

song “If | Could Dream” by Elvis Presley. She :bidding closes
wondered, “What would | dream about for our clients? What would =

our clients dream for?” A Story by Deb Whitford: When is a yardage not just pieces of fabric? In the hands of someone learning to
sew, fabric becomes a blank canvas of possibilities. A nearly empty closet containing the few items a refugee could fit in their suitcase
when traveling to the US turns into a place of pride when filled with hand-sewn clothes made from that fabric. If | could dream...I
dream of curtains for bare windows and cloth to cover worn tables. | dream of the magic of small pieces of fabric fitting into beautiful
patterns in quilts to brighten homes and become treasured wraps providing comfort and warmth. These dreams are becoming a
reality thanks to the generosity of an LSI donor. Connie Hansen from Audubon, lowa, is no stranger to fabric and sewing. Connie has
enjoyed sewing for much of her lifetime. In her younger years, she shared her passion for sewing, serving as a 4-H leader in Melville
Township, sewing clothes for herself and daughter. Through the years, her love and passion for quilting has grown friendships with
others who love the craft. Connie dreamed of keeping her newest neighbors warm with her remaining fabric and donated the yards
to LSI. This fabric will be used by our newly resettled immigrant and refugee families to create quilts and clothing, helping them feel
more comfortable in their new homes. We hear about dreams every day at LSI from our direct service providers, team members, and
clients. Thanks to your generosity, these dreams can become reality. Help our clients’” dreams become reality by donating in-kind gifts
to LSI. To learn more, contact philanthropy@LSlowa.org. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of
Philanthropy and Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSlowa.org or 563-676-2065and facebook.com/LSl.iowa.

rREMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Harper Armstrong, Sue Grotegut, Stacy DeSotel, Carolyn Middendorf, Tom I
|Meuleman, Kent Sietz, Linda Hughes, Larry Doerring, Missy Adams, Julie Mohs, Ryne Landt, Charlie Post, I

Lonnie Baade, Joy David, Rick Conley, Dallas Tielbar, Shelby Preston, Bram Byroade, Robert Pate, Melody
IPate, Jim Fuelling, Mike Reardon, Ron Tayek

I MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas
ELKADER CARE CENTER: LuNida Landt, Grace Doerring, Nancy Donlon, Kenny Kuehl
|GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs, Darlene Moon
TOWER LIVING CENTER: Lendall Schievelbein
|SAMARITAN BETHANY ROCHESTER, MN 55901.: Dorothy Kluth
KENSINGTON ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Russett
WAUKON GOOD SAMARITAN CENTER: Rita Pritchard
I HOMEBOUND: JoAnn Meyer, Glenda Henkes, Lee Klinkenberg, Jeanette Krambeer, Jim Fuelling, I
Shirley Wagner

S |
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Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 2024

Thank you for supporting our Back to School event. It was a wonderful day and we had lots of fun.
I will be providing the final numbers next month as I am still serving families with backpacks!
The process of planning our Annual Hog Roast is underway. This event will be “free-will donation”
and will be held on October 6 from 4-7pm. We will be serving pork sandwiches, baked beans,
cheesy potatoes, salads, deserts and drinks. All proceeds will be supporting our crisis fund for
families in need.

*** If you have an extra 18-22 quart roaster you are not using (in great condition) or if you want to
purchase one, we are looking to add some to our inventory so we do not have to borrow every
year.***

This year we will be having an auction for the donated quilts from churches in the area. We will
start the online auction on September 16%. Pictures, quilt information and opening bid will be
listed. From there, people can bid using the comment section of the post. Online bidding will close
at 11:59 pm October 5th, We will then begin in person bidding at the Hog Roast the next day from
4-6pm, At 6 pm we will announce the winning bids. There will be other items at the “in-person”
bidding so please plan on attending and supporting SOTH and our mission to help others.

Clothing Center Updates:

We will be accepting fall clothing starting September 1 and winter clothing mid-October.
Appointments are required to donate to ensure we have the room for your donations. Most
all items in the thrift store are only $1.00. [ will have a half-off sale when I transition from

summer to fall so stay tuned to our Facebook page for the date! We have been very
fortunate to receive great quality donations. It really does pay to thrift shop as you never
know what you’re going to find especially for only $1.00!

Shepherd Conference News:

Pastor Lyn Noel, St. Paul Lutheran Church in Postville, is celebrating his ordination
anniversary on 10/20/13
Pastor Katherine Longtin Johnson, Bethany Lutheran and Emmanuel Lutheran, is
celebrating her ordination anniversary on 10/19/14.
Congratulations Pastor Lyn and Pastor Katherine!

Shepherd of the Hills:

The Operating Fund pays the utilities, IMPORTANT EVENTS/DATES:
insurance on the building, supplies, Heather Hageman
salaries and Lawn/Snow Care. Annual Hog Roast 100 W. Hill Street. PO Box 36
The Crisis Fund is used to help families October 6 from 4-7pm ’ ’ ’
with emergency rent or utilities and our St. Olaf, IA 52072
sponsored events throughout the year Telephone: 563-783-2409

Please utilize the MEMO LINE
on your check to specify Fax: 563-783-2428

Crisis or Operating Fund! *Any event may be subject to E-mail: shephill@neitel.net

Please indicate what church you are from change Business Hours: Monday-Friday
as well to provide better bookkeeping. )
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School
Pears
Pencil
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Backpack
Books
Corn
Fall
Friends
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