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We are in the swing of lent and it can be a somber time. The weather can sometimes be
somber and weird this time of year because we are in an in between place. Thunderstorms
and snowstorms are both possible at this time of the year and it's an apt time for working
some things out. Lent is a wonderful time to work out some of the things that hold us

back. God wants us to be free of things that keep us from love of him and love of neighbor.
The little things that hold us back. I have quoted this scripture a lot recently and it's
because I think it's a wonderful summary of the Christian life and struggle.

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that
is set before us,

2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

3 Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not
grow weary in your souls or lose heart. (Hebrews 12:1-3 NRSV)

After we turn to God we are then faced with crucifying the flesh and stepping into a new
nature. Our frue nature. Lent is such a great time for that. The sins and patterns that we
have developed over the years are holding us back. Can we be stopped? No! Jesus has the
victory but when we hold ourselves back through old sins that we don't want to let go of it
slows us down.

Race cars, bobsleds, and fighter jets are sleek and they have removed all of the things that
could cause drag. We want the same thing in the Christian life. We want to smooth out all of
our rough edges and things that can slow down our race. What are racing for? We are racing
for the king and his kingdom. We want to be in the winner's circle and bring as many others
alongside as we can. So during lent think of those things that cause you too much wind
resistance and work with the Lord on it. While you are at, fry fo add something that will
speed you up. More devotions, more prayer, more Bible study, more solitude or whatever
builds you up.

Jeremy
vicarjeremywolfe@gmail.com
563-258-2936
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FARMERSBURG NEWS

Rylan Hoth, Annabelle Palmersheim,

Scarlett Scherf and Dominic Schoulte will
18 have First Communion classes on March
ﬁ}l’ Mmunio” 8 and 10 with Loretta teaching during

Sunday School. (9:15 am)

Vicar Jeremy will meet with them during

Sunday School on March 17.
First Communion will be held on Palm Sunday March 24.

St. John WELCA would like to thank everyone who made our quilting
days a success.

Thank you to those who donate bedding, curtains, and new fabric.
Thanks to those who cut squares, sew tops, pin tops to bottoms, sew
the quilts together, and to those who tie.

Thanks to those who take things home to work on so we can get
more done.

A big THANK YOU to Brayden and Rylan Hoth for carrying the boxes
of extra supplies upstairs for us!

We were able to make about 120 quilts this year and also 14 lap
quilts. The quilts will be placed on the backs of the church pews
starting on Palm Sunday. They will be offered for sale for a free will
offering. The money raised from these is then used to buy batting and
other supplies for next year. Remember these quilts make a nice gift
for bridal showers, weddings, graduations, or just for you to use to
cover up on your couch. There are many different colors and sizes. If
you would like to buy a quilt, make the check payable to St. John
WELCA and in the memo part write how many quilts you are
purchasing. Thanks!

The yearbook of ushers, greeters |
and kitchen committees etc. is I
finished. If you are on the usher I
list, greeter list or on a kitchen |
committee, you have a booklet in
the boxes in the narthex. You can
pick yours up at your convenience. I
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Known March Baptisms
1 - Diana Miller
11 - Don Bossard Happy Baptism
15 - Alexis Feldman — B,’/«[ﬁéay/
19 - Ali Crogan — s

il
; =
26 - Duncan VanHauen 7

28 - Bowie Lynn VanHauen

29 - Skylar Kessler
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FARMERSBURG NEWS

USHERS
March 3 & March 10 : :
Captain Don Bossard ~ Lyn Tielbar Communion Assistants
Paul Weipert Wyatt Geick March 3 Bill Scherf Ill.
March 17 & March 24 Palm Sund March 24 Linda Schoulte Palm Sunday
arcen 1 arch alm sunaay March 28 Loretta Weipert Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
Captain John Klinge  Bill Scherf IV. March 31 Ken Erickson Easter (9:00 am)
Ken Erickson Zach Radloff

March 28 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
& March 31 Easter (9:00 am)
Captain Dave Hageman  Martyn Geick

Ken Crogan Don Erickson
: GREETERS
T ée i March
3 Paul & Loretta Weipert :
Season 10 Lyn & Mary Beth Tielbar : MARCH
: 17 Emily Palmersheim & Nancy Moon i 2 Andrea (Lnenicka) Byroade
0[/ i 24 Matt & Amanda Goltz Jacob Meyer
i 28 (6:30 pm Maundy Thursday) ! 3 Corbin Gardner
Lent Dave & Heather Hageman : Nick Henkes
31 Ken & Heather Crogan (Easter 4 Tvan James Nehl
................................................................................... 5 Sophia (Glawe) Rose
MARCH ACOLYTES Chloe Lynn Fuelling
3 Carsen Kirby 6 Ra'chel Henmng
10 Connor Kirby || —————— —_ 9 Kris Wikner
17 Brayden Hoth I SUNSHINE COMMITTEE I Zachery Radloff
24 Olivia Kirby Bev Moon 10 Brianna Seronko
28 (6:30 pm Maundy Thursday) ————— - 11 Diane Wiedenman
Lucy Kessler i 12 Dorothy Kluth
31 (9:00 am Easter) Claire Goltz 13 Jessica (Preuser) Smith
14 Emery Rodas
S ALTAR GUILD : }; I%Ieather éRadl}?ﬁf()l Berry
a March 2 9:00 am Meeting . erene Hauseht
= Heather Crogan  Palm Sunday March 24 . 18 David Schoenfeldt
= Loretta Weipert ~ Maundy Thursday March 28 = 20 Don Erickson
= Bev Moon Easter March 31 (9:00 am) E 23 Lisa Berns
:IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII' 24 LOrettaDaViS

25 Bill Scherf Jr.

WELCA MEETING 26 Kyle Moon
March 20 1:00 pm Unit Meeting 27 Jim Fuelling
Thought for tl}e Day: Becky Fuelling Iris Fuelling
pe\f()tIOIlS: Shirley Marmann Arthur James Hatlan
Snack: Nancy Moon 28 Pastor Harold McMillin
Daniel Wagner
..«ay € / Ifyouwouldlike to give an Easter Lily 29 Hlllary (S(}:lherlf) Anderegg
: %2 " fo use during our worship services Joleen Schoulte
,/4;{\ \'" please contact Cheryl Bossard, Marjorie Henderson
Heather Crogan, Loretta Weipert or Ashley Shaw
Bev Moon. Bowie Lynn VanHauen
The cost is $11.00 30 Jacob Morley
Deadline is March 17th. Erica Scherf
Diezel Fuelling




St John Lutheran Church Council February 11, 2024

Present: Linda Schoulte, Loretta Weipert, Ken Erickson, Ryan Moon, Dave Hageman, Bill Scherf and Jeremy Wolfe.
Absent: Bruce Glawe.

Meeting called to order by President Bill Scherf at 11:30. Opening devotions given by Jeremy Wolfe. Ken moved to
approve the agenda, seconded by Linda. Motion carried.

Motion to approve the minutes of January 21, 2024 meeting made by Ken, second by Dave. Motion carried. Dave
moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Ken. Motion carried.

Vicar’s Report:

*Luana council was wondering if Farmersburg would consider joint service on April 21, 2024 at 10 am there so they
could plan a Game Day and Potluck for that day. Loretta made a motion for joint services in Luana on April 21, second
by Linda.

*A few congregational members brought up the idea of having Christmas Day Meal again. Mentioned to cover cost
possible Deb Tidwell doing a grant thru EWALU and some volunteers for Thrivent cards and someone mentioned they
would donate all the potatoes for the meal. Will continue to discuss at upcoming council meetings.

Election of Officers:

Secretary - Loretta

Treasurer - Ryan

Vice President - Bruce Glawe

President - Bill

Motion to cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot made by Ryan, second by Ken.

Unfinished Business:

*Linda made a motion to move the Building Fund $25,248.36 from savings to a money market at Luana Bank, second
by Ken. Motion carried.

*Reviewed the agreement for the Teem ministry that was signed in Spring of 2020. St John Farmersburg paid $5000 the
first year of involvement with the Teem ministry. Jeremy will find out how much Luana has given toward the Teem
Ministry. Will further discuss at next year's budget meeting.

New Business:

*At the Team Ministry meeting, it was mentioned that on September 15 to eat at 6 pm and then at 7 pm have a movie
night. If it’s nice out, have the event outside with brats / hot dogs over a fire. Loretta motioned to approve the event,
*Committee Appointments:

Memorial - Linda Schoulte (3 year commitment) Loretta coming off committee. Tracey Phillips and Lindelle Scherf will
remain on committee. Loretta made motion to keep herself on Memorial Committee accounts at Freedom bank, remove
Heather Crogan and add Linda Schoulte. Linda second motion . Motion carried.

Budget - Dan Moon (1 year commitment)

Audit - Michelle Scherf (3 year commitment)

Committee Reports:

Evangelism (Linda) No report.

Parish Ed (Loretta) Updates with confirmation. Confirmation set for May 5th. Working on setting dates for First
Communion classes during Sunday School. Will have First Communion on Palm Sunday.

Property (Ken & Dave) Men's Group will be replacing cement. Next month Ken & Dave will check the bell tower.
Stewardship (Ryan) No report.

Worship (Ryan) Ash Wednesday service in Luana. Every other Wednesday Lent service will be in Farmersburg. Easter
Service will be at 9 am in Farmersburg.

Memorial (Linda) Loretta will pass the memorial records on to her in the upcoming month being Loretta is coming off
committee.

Men Group (Ken & Dave) June 23 ice cream social and August 11 Mens Meal.

Women Group (Loretta) Have been busy quilting.

Motion to adjourn by Loretta, second by Linda. Motion carried. Next meeting March 17, 2024. Decided to change
council meeting to 3rd Sunday at least for March thru June. Second by Linda.

Respectively submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary



FARMERSBURG NEWS

January, 2024 — Treasurer's Report

Income:
1185.00
1555.64
304.00
1372.00
Missions:
NE Iowa Synod: 270.00
SOTH: 220.00
Food Shelf: 110.00
St. Pt. Home: 60.00
LSI: 50.00
EWALU: 35.00
Staff Compensation:
Pastor: 1102.59 + 550.96
Inside Cust.:  209.22
Outside Cust.: 120.05
Organists: 83.11
Expenses:
Black Hills (gas): 239.61
Alliant (elec): 212.28
NEIT: 116.25
City of Farmersburg: ~ 275.40 1% quart. utilities
1517 Media 42.89 Devotionals
Quill 179.70  paper
US Treasury 1138.11 4™ quarter SS & Medicare
Church Mutual 170.00
Michael Erickson 75.00 Gift Card to Caseys
Safe Deposit box 5.00
Total Income: 4416.64

Total Expenses: 6136.86

General Checking Balance — January 1, 2024:
January 31, 2024:

Kelly Shaw Treasurer

10296.37
8576.15

Anyone In our congregation
@ have a wedding anniversary
& for the month of March.

If so please contact

Cheryl or Tammy.
If you have an anniversary, birthday or
Baptism birthday that has not be in the
newsletter. Please let us know.

a

el ol

Ng~
S0

e S

DA

WAPPY !
: . ) o
: @t . S
e DAY
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
January
7 47
14  No Church
21 34
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LUANA LUANA NEWS
CHURCH SECRETARY &

FINANCIAL TREAS.: MARCH VOLUNTEERS

Karla Schrader Greeters: Neil & Cindy Landt
CHURCH COUNCIL:

President: Neil Landt (24) Read Lessons & Prayers: Mar. 3 - Vicky Baade \

V. Pres: Aaron Smith (25) Mar. 10 - Duaine Davis

Sec: Mel Lenth (24) Mar. 17 - Jerry Schroeder

Cur. Treas: Diane Kraus (25) Mar. 24 - Keith Johnson

Bene. Treas: SherriJohnson (24) Mar. 31 - Karla Schrader

Financial Counters: Council i
DEACONS: Acolyte: Mar. 3 - Karsten Steege

Neil Landt (24) Mar. 10 - Emme Wikner Thanks
Jerry Schroeder (26) Mar. 17 - Josh Schierholz

Tim Donlon (26) Mar. 24 - Livia Steege

TRUSTEES: Mar. 31 - Ty Wikner Vo u“tgersg
Sherri Johnson (24)

Mel Lenth (24) Communion Servers: Mar. 3 - Tim Donlon & Sherri Johnson

Diane Kraus (25) Mar. 17 — Neil Landt & Mel Lenth

Aaron Smith (25) Palm Sunday Mar. 24— Tim Donlon & Heath Landt

Heath Landt (26) Good Friday Mar. 29 - Jerry Schroeder & Stan Dull

WELCA: Easter Sunday Mar. 31 — Neil Landt & Aaron Smith

Leaders:

January—March Vicky Baade Altar Guild: Lisa Meyer

April—June Lisa Meyer
July—September Mel Lenth
Oct.—December Karla Schrader

Flowers: Vicky Baade

ALTARGUILD: = |  emmmm e e e e e e e e e - = 1
Pres: Sherri Johnson (26) I MARCH I
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (26) I 3_Keisha Formanek |
Banners/Linens/Candles: I 4 - Erv Bugenhagen I
Mary Schroeder (24) I 7 —Karsten Steege I
Lisa Meyer (25) I 8- Braden Landt I
Special Services/Flowers: 111 - Cheryl Wagner I
Betty Handke (24) 118 - Austin Smith |
Diane Kraus (25) 128 - Candice Schlein I
Bapt./Comm.: 131 - Dwain Wolter - 90
Sherri Johnson 1
Darci Engelhardt L -
seasonal Banners: : ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- H
Altar Guild : WELCA LEADERS: :
ST. JOHNS MINISTRY YOUTH: «OMEy, Jan. - Mar. - Mel Lenth, Marj Schrader, Erma Swenson
Pres: " @ - Apr. — June — Karla Schrader, Linda Davis, Betty Handke
V. Pres: s %Q}Q July — Sept. - Vicky Baade, Cindy Landt, Dawn Dull
Sec: Ashley Shaw He Oct. — Dec. — Lisa Meyer, Diane Kraus, Carol Goettler
Treas: Ethan Goltz NN L]
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM PRI ‘."' LT
Chairperson: Tammy Muller(24) . o) *W <5 ‘ Att. Comm
Secretary: Vicki Baade (24) P A - Jan. 28 85
Members: Janelle Smith (25) 3/ Feb. 4 34 30
Becky Fuelling (25) AR Feb. 11 45
Aaron Smith (26) S Feb. 14 Ash 52 51
Linda Schoulte (26) . Feb. 18 34 34
St. John's Luana website 8 - Heath & Chris Landt 200 115
www.stjohn-luana.org
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LUANA NEWS

JANUARY REPORT

EXPENSES
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 68.86
Alliant - Electricity 401.88
Karla Schrader —Secretary 500.24
Cindy Landt — Custodian 461.50
NEITEL 119.37
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 1,234.40
IRS 439.81
Jeremy Wolfe -Dec. mileage 456.40
Silver Birch — Bapt. Supplies 115.77
3,798.23
SPECIAL FUNDS
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,500.44
St John Scholarship Fund CD 40,895.06
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,499.38
CURRENT FUND
Envelopes Plate Initial Total
Jan. 7 1,025.00 55.00 66.00 1,146.00
Jan. 14 No Church
Jan. 21 1,211.00 71.00 20.00 1,302.00
Jan. 28 502.00 45.00 547.00
2,738.00 171.00 86.00 2,995.00

BENEVOLENCE REPORT
INCOME
Jan. 7 Offering 75.00
Operating 50.00
Jan. 14 No Church
Jan. 21 Offering 40.00
Food Shelf 20.00
Jan. 28 Offering 75.00
Food Shelf 60.00
Operating 20.00

= Known Baptismal Birthdays

I March

* 4 - Livia Steege

I 18 - Jeanne Miller

* 19 - Stephanie Wikner
22 - Keith Johnson

* 29 - Grace Doerring

INCOME
Jan.7 1,146.00
Jan. 14 no church
Jan. 21 1,302.00
Jan. 28 547.00
2,995.00
Bal. 12-31-23 1,570.44
Income 2,995.00
4,565.44
Less Expenses 3,798.23
Bal. Jan 31, 2024 767.21
RENT/REPAIR FUND
Bal. 12-31-23 $  26,309.30
Interest 60.24
Rent 500.00
Bal. 01-31-24 S 26,869.54
THRIVENT BALANCE
Bal. Dec. 31, 2023 $282,926.28
EXPENSES
SOTH 130.00
SOTH - Oper. 70.00
Food Shelf 80.00
Synod 60.00
340.00




St. John/Luana Church Council Minutes February 11, 2024

Meeting called to order by President Neil Landt at 7:31am.

Present: Neil Landt, Vicar Jeremy Wolfe, Melanie Lenth, Sherri Johnson, Stan Dull, Diane Kraus, Jerry
Schroeder, and Heath Landt.

Absent: Aaron Smith and Tim Donlon. Also in attendance Karla Schrader, church secretary.

Recap from the Synod Retreat and a spiritual meditation was led by Vicar Jeremy.

Council minutes from January 21 was read by Melanie. Correction to minutes - Diane Kraus to be
added as a Trustee committee member. Motion to approve the minutes from Jerry and seconded by
Sherri. Motion carried.

Financial Report: Reviewed and Stan made the motion to approve the report and seconded by
Heath. Motion carried.

Old Business: The floor book stand is completed by Matt Baade and Lonnie Baade. Neil will contact
Helmuth Landt's nieces if they are interested in the old stand. If not, Jeremy could possibly use itin the
basement when services are held there.

***)erry updated the council on the separate water line issue for the church. The Building Committee
will be contacted to investigate this matter and hopefully have estimates readily available for the next
council meeting in March.

*** Baccalaureate service to be held on May 15™ in Farmersburg, notin Luana.

New Business: Jeremy reported his internship ends May 1st. His Ordination will be planned ata
later date. Jeremy gave a short report from the Team Ministry meeting which was held on February
8th. A combined service was discussed for April 21%tin Luana and September 15" in Farmersburg
with a potluck and board games to follow church service. Everyone is welcome to attend. Also
discussed, a Christmas Day meal to be served in one of the churches. More details to come later.

*** Sherri notified the council the Advent wreath stand will either need to be repaired or replaced.
Sherri will work with Karla to decide on the best possible solution.

Next meeting: March 10, 2024, at 7:30am

Adjournment at 8:21am concluded with the Lord's Prayer.

Respectively submitted by Melanie Lenth, council secretary.




Both Churches News

Remember to set your clocks 1

hour ahead on March 9th. 20

24
28

29
31
31

| REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Stacy DeSotel, Carolyn Middendorf, Rev. Karl Goodfellow,

I Tom Meuleman, Mary Zittergruen, Lisa Seitz, Linda Bacon, Linda Hughes, Larry Doerring, Missy Adams,
I Julie Mohs, Ryne Landt, Charlie Post, Lonnie Baade, Joy David, Rick Conley, Keith Lee, Dallas Tielbar,

| Shelby Preston, Bram Byroade, Robert Pate, Melody Pate, Jim Fuelling.

| MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Ali (Crogan) Moran, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas
| ELKADER CARE CENTER: LuNida Landt, Grace Doerring

I GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs, Darlene Moon
I TOWER LIVING CENTER: Lendall Schievelbein

| ASSISTED LIVING ROCHESTER, MN 55901: Dorothy Kluth

; KENSINGTON ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Russett

1
: Shirley Wagner

HOMEBOUND: JoAnn Meyer, Glenda Henkes, Lee Klinkenberg, Jeanette Krambeer, Jim Fuelling,

5:00 pm—6:15 pm Lenten Supper Group 2 Serves

Menu: Lasagna, Lettuce salad __ ot
Garlic bread & Desserts =S5

6:30 pm Lenten Service @ Farmersburg

5:00 pm—=6:15 pm Lenten Supper (@ Luana

Menu: Assorted Soups

5:00 pm—6:15 pm Lenten Supper Group 3 Serves :

Menu: Tater Tot Casserole, v g, © :
Applesauce, Bars, Milk, Coffee S

6:30 pm Lenten Service @
Farmersburg

6:30 pm Lenten Service (@, Luana

Palm Sunday
First Communion @ Farmersburg

6:30 pm Maundy Thursday/Comm. @ Farmersburg
Stripping of Altar

6.:30 pm Good Friday (@ Luana

7:00 am Easter Sunrise/Comm. (@ Luana

9:00 am Easter/Comm. @ Farmersburg
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Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - MARCH 2024

Last year we have seen an increase in all of the events that we hosted from Back to School,
the Hog Roast to Christmas for Kids. With that being said, we are asking for everyone’s help
with all of the projects this year too.

Back to School is going to be here before we know it. (I know... school isn’t even done yet
and I am already thinking about next school year) We filled 335 backpacks last year and we
have depleted our inventory. We are in need of all school supplies. From crayons, pens,
markers (fine and regular), highlighters, notebooks, folders, 1 in binders, dry erase markers,
glue, scissors, colored pencils, pencils to spiral notebooks (wide and narrow) and loose-leaf
paper. Of course, backpacks (Med-XL size) are always needed. This is a huge undertaking.
If your church or organization would like to do a school drive for SOTH, that would be very
helpful. This is a great time to start looking for deals and collecting. You can drop off your
donations anytime between July 15- July 31 at the SOTH office. Other drop off dates by
appointment only. Let’s invest in our youth by filling those backpacks!

Clothing Center Updates:

We will be accepting spring/summer items starting March 1, 2024! That means no winter
items will be accepted until fall. As always, please call to schedule a day to drop off your
items. All items must be free from stains, rips/tear and in good working order. Without a
scheduled appointment, we may not accept your donation!

The clothing center is open for public shopping Monday-Friday 9am-noon and 1-4.

We may have some special sales on Saturdays during the year; so please check our Facebook
page regularly.

Most prices are only $1.00- you can’t afford not to stop and shop!

Shepherd Conference News:
ConFest is BACK!

Mark your calendar for April 24th, 2024.
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Postville, lowa will be hosting. RSVP by April 21st with number
of youth/adults attending. Open to confirmation groups/leaders to attend.
Please bring 2 school supplies for Shepherd of the Hills “Back to School” event.

IMPORTANT EVENTS/ Hleo
The Operating Fund pays the utilities, in- DATES: Shepherd of the Hills:
surance on the building, supplies, salaries Heather Hageman
_andlawn/Snow Care. EWALU Yearly 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,
The Crisis Fund is used to help families with Assembl
emergency rent or utilities and our spon- - y St. Olaf, IA 52072
soer eventls thr(;ughout the year March 16™-1 pm-3:00 pm Telephone: 563-783-2409
Please utilize the MEMO LINE
on your check to specify . . Fax: 563-783-2428
Crisis or Operating Fund! Any eventcrrll‘laax t:i subject to E-mail: shephill@neitel.net
Please indicate v.vhat church you are .from 9 Business Hours: Monday-
as well to provide better bookkeeping.
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