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We're in a part of the church calendar that many people don't focus on as much. Lent is
easy to understand and focus on. It's a tfime of reflection, preparation and a way to get
ready for the somberness of Holy Week and the celebration of Easter Sunday. The
time after Easter and before ascension is a bit harder to connect to. Why did Jesus
spend 40 days revealing himself to the apostles and others before ascending to the
right hand of the father?

When there's a big ftransition it requires extra care. In a company when a long time
employee is getting ready to retire you do things to Er‘epar‘e for the transition. How do
we move forward without losing the knowledge and skills that the person brought to
us? Teams have interim coaches or managers to oversee a time of transition that's
designed to bring them into the future. Churches have interim Pastors and they have a
special ministry of transition.

I believe that the time that Jesus spent among the apostles and early believers was a
time of fransition and care. Jesus stated that he would be with us always, even until
the end of the age (Matthew 28:20) and so before ascending he helped prepare his
apostles to lead the church. What kind of training could you provide to those building
God's church? After all, he had spent roughly three years with them. Wasn't that
enough?

Those three years were wonderful but they live in the shadow of his ultimate accom-
plishment. The finished work of the cross. With that work done the church can be
born and those in it are reconciled to the Father through it. So Jesus spent some time
in between his resurrection and ascension to get his bride ready for the next

step. What is that next step?

Jesus is a good shepherd and he doesn't leave us wanting and now with the interim or
transitional work done, he will send the comforter. The Holy Spirit not only comforts
us but it fills us and is responsible for our best qualities. The Holy Spirit lives inside
every Christian and our job is never to quench it! Let it rule our decisions and our
hearts. So in the month of May as we celebrate the fransitional time after the
resurrection and his ascension we prepare ourselves to live as spirit filled

Christians. You died and resurrected with him in your baptism and he will be with you,
even until the end of the age. Blessings to you.

Jeremy
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FARMERSBURG NEWS

I Congratulations to
Landon Goltz the son of
I Matt & Amanda Goltz
i and
. Kaylee Hoth the daughter of
| Brianna Seronko & Chad Hoth
- who will be confirmed on May 7th.
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’ Congratulations to Ashley Shaw the
daughter of Jake and Kelly Shaw on

her graduation from MFL Mar Mac on

0&% é to attend.

May 21st. Senior recognition Sunday
will be May 14th during Worship

% Services. A reception will follow in
20 23 the church basement. All are welcome

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
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TOGETHER 26 62

[

I

I Congratulations \
| onyour recent promotion,
| Sergeant, Alli (Crogan) Moran!
I
[
|
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Wishing you continued
success in your new roles
within the US ARMY.
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KNOWN MAY BAPTISMS

1 - Makenzie Corlett

4 - Christina Klinge

7 - Dorothy Kluth

8- Emily Palmersheim
Erica Scherf

14 - Elizabeth Crogan

Dalton Isaacs

16 - Kaylee Hoth

17 - Shirley Henkes
24 - Jacob Morley

26 - Jamie Scott Tielbar
28 - Brooklyn Scherf
30- William Scherf Jr.
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FARMERSBURG NEWS

USHERS . , ~
ICollection of offering will again be in the @ May 7AB—(;§3/5§152th May
. pews. 14 Kaylee Hoth Julie Kurth
21 Lucy Kessler Loretta Weipert

| May 7 & May 12 21 Lucy Ress|
» Captain Don Bossard Ben Wikner 28 Olivia Kirby
.JimLenth DanMoon - . S S S S . - 1 S EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERENF
IMay ?7& May 28 ) * | Communion Assistants I E SUNSHINE COMMITTEE E
- Captain Wyatt Glawe  Clark Wikner | |[May 7 Dave Hageman ' @ John &Kathy Klinge =

DaveHageman WyattGele 2]‘ RyanMoon I :IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII:

GREETERS

May 7 Brad & Brenda Hoth
14 Don & Cheryl Bossard
21 Marlene Glawe & Megan (Glawe) Klink
28 Bev Moon & Teresa Feldman

Easter Lilies 2023

Ethel Lenth in memory of Brad Lenth & Loved Ones
Dorothy Jennings in memory Jerry Jennings &
Loved Ones
Shirley Marmann in memory of Don Marmann &
Loved Ones
Diana Miller in memory of Dawn Miller Novak & Other
Loved Ones
Steege Family in memory of Rev. R. H. & Frieda Steege
Ron & Gloria Tayek in memory of Loved Ones
Clark & Kris Wikner & Family in memory of Brad Wikner &
Loved Ones
Bill Scherf Jr. in memory of Lafonda Scherf & Loved Ones
Marlene Glawe in memory of Verdine Glawe & Loved Ones
Lendall Schievelbein & Family in memory of Fern
Schievelbein and Loves Ones
Julie Kurth & family in memory of Larry Kurth, Dale and
Isabel Kurth & Loved Ones
Kenny & Velma Kuehl in memory of Loved Ones

Thank You for providing Easter Lilies for our
worship service.

[

4 John Isaacs

10 Amy Klinge
Christopher Pate

13 Kevin Radloff
Jade Gerndt

14 Clark Wikner
Nolan Lerch
Weston Fuelling

16 Tessa Tielbar
Kellian Kluth

17 Kaden Lindner

19 Heather Taylor

21 Pat Suhr
Imogene Thlenfeldt
Axel Rodas

22 Dacia Schoulte
Zachary Schlake
Nicole Hall

23 Shirley Marmann

24 Linda Schoulte
Larry Friedlein

26 Lindelle Scherf

28 Susan Glawe

May

Thank You to Vicar
Jeremy Wolfe and
congregational members
for your visits, cards and
phone calls | received. It
was greatly appreciated.
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Lendall Schievelbein

30 James Muller
31 Dylan Scherf

Our Sympathy to the family and

friends of Carol Marie Schoulte who
passed away March 27. :
Mass of Christian burial was on April 3. :



FARMERSBURG NEWS
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I | Duncan Jake VanHauen son of | pa
1 /4 | Holy Jarrod and Laney VanHauen was | * Join us in celebrating
| | | . baptized on March 26, 2023. I Ashley Shaw’s
| ~| Baptlsm His sponsors are Emily Tayek and I W Graduation
I — Lucas Mitchell. Saturday, May 20, 2023
I \_y We welcome Duncan into our I =N 10:00 am—2:00 pm
I - . community of faith. | at the Farmersburg
: 1 Community Center.
_________________________ J
Everyone is Welcome.
March, 2023 — Treasurer's Report v
Income:
200.00 Thrivent Grant

49.32 CD Interest

1987.00
327.00
1500.00 y
496.00
> | Mother's Day Poem
Missions:
NE Iowa Synod: 270.00 Dear Mom,
SOTH: 220.00 : .
Food Shelf: 110.00 | will love you forever;
St. Pt. Home: 60.00 :
Lol 50,00 And forever you will be
EWALU: 35.00 The most wonderful mother,
Staff Compensation: You mean everything fo me.
Pastor: 1252.59 +279.82
Inside Cust.:  209.22 i
AR dye | thought of buying you flowers
Organists: 166.22 In the usual way,
Expenses: But | knew you would prefer
Black Hills (gas): 638.24 A FOREVER bouquet!
Alliant (elec): 231.99 ‘
NEIT: 121.05 4

Clayton Co. Treasures 804.00 (pd 1/2 yr taxes on parsonage)
Marco Technologies ~ 463.87 (contract copier)

Decorah Mobile Glass 421.58 (Front Door Repair)

Church Mutual 672.43

Total Income: 4559.32
Total Expenses: 6126.06

General Checking Balance —March 1, 2023: 4660.50
March 31, 2023: 3093.76

Kelly Shaw, Treasurer

_he— ‘
MEMORIRL



ST. JOHN FARMERSBURG COUNCIL MINUTES
Date: April 16, 2023

Present: Tammy Muller, Loretta Weipert, Ken Erickson, Ryan Moon, Bruce Glawe, Dave Hageman, Bill Scherf
and Jeremy Wolfe.

Meeting called to order by Tammy at 1130 am. Opening devotions given by Jeremy Wolfe.
Bill moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Dave. Motioned carried. Motion to approve
the minutes of March 12 & 19 meeting made by Ken, second by Bruce. Motion carried.
Loretta moved to accept the treasurer's report, seconded by Ken. Motion carried.

Vicar's Report:

*Upcoming Baptism on May 14 for Glawe. Same Sunday as Senior Recognition.

*Internship Committee: Jeremy meeting with Pastor Erika Lenth at St Paul Lutheran Church April 17. Intern-
ship evaluation Committee will be meeting monthly.

*Planning a "Jesus Revolution" film screening on April 26 at St John in Farmersburg.

Serve Pizza at 6:30 pm, devotions at 6:45 pm and movie 7-9 pm.

Ongoing Business:

* Nathan Trappe present to give update on Parsonage sale. Duane Bushman from Decorah is buying the
home and selling it to Cody on contract. Offered a cash offer of $85,000 andno inspection needed. Bill made
a motion to accept offer for $85000, second by Ken. Discussed Attorney for deed, using Elkader Law. Tammy
signed documents to move forward with selling parsonage.

*Jeremy continues to work on Photo directory.

*New Church Sign will be going up soon.

*|ce Cream Social scheduled for June 25.

New Business:

*Inside Custodian coverage, will be returning April 24.

*Candidates for Affirmation of Faith is Kaylee Hoth and Landon Goltz. Writing affirmation of faith papers in
class this upcoming week. Bill made a motion to confirm the recommended candidates Kaylee Hoth and
Landon Goltz. Confirmation scheduled for Sunday May 7.

*Senior Recognition Sunday scheduled for May 14. Ashley Shaw is the only graduate from St. John
Farmersburg, will receive the Schoenfeldt and Fascher’s scholarships. There were 3 applicants for the
Probert’s scholarship, which one of the applicants was Ashley Shaw.

Committee Reports:
*Evangelism- No report
*Parish Education- Last day of Sunday School May 14. Going bowling April 23. VBS planning meeting this
week.

*Property- Men's group putting rock out front of church.

*Stewardship- No report

*Worship- Next meeting April 19 at 8 pm. Council agreed to continue with communion packets for in the
pews being individuals are still using them. Council also agreed to start passing offering plate starting next
Sunday.

*Memorial- NO report

*Mens Group - No Report

*Women’s Group - Did well with geranium sales.

MEETING
MINUTES

Motion to adjourn by Ryan, second by Ken. Motion carried.
Next meeting
Respectfully submitted by Loretta Weipert, secretary




LUANA LUANA NEWS

CHURCH SECRETARY &
FINANCIAL TREAS.:

Karla Schrader
CHURCH COUNCIL:
President: Jim Meyer (23)
V. Pres: Duaine Davis (23)
Sec: Mel Lenth (24) Emeilia LouAnn Wikner — Daughter of
Cur. Treas: Diane Kraus (24) Neal and Stephanie Wikner

Bene. Treas: SherriJohnson (24) F T

Financial Counters: Council CON lRMA ION Congratulations Dayne & Emeilia
DEACONS:
DougSchrader(23) = = = = = = = = e e e = = = = - -

Neil Landt (24) : Congratulations to .
Stan Dull (25) Jade Marie Moeller ' WMM
TRUSTEES: I daughter of Chad and Melissa Moeller
; . I who will graduate on May 21st from MFL
R 2023

Jim Meyer (23)

Getting Confirmed on Sunday May 7th are

Dayne Stanton Anderson - Son of
Chris Anderson and Sonya Anderson
and

Sherri Johnson (24) I I -
Mel Lenth (24) .
Diane Kraus (25) May VOLUNTEERS:

Aaron Smith (25)

WELCA:

Leaders:

January—March Vicky Baade
April—June Lisa Meyer
July—September Mel Lenth
Oct.—December Karla Schrader

CHURCH SERVICE CHANGES MAY 28™ TO 8:30A.\.
Greeters: Travis & Sheri Landt

Read Lessons & Prayers: May 7 — Keith Johnson
May 14 - Neal Wikner

ALTAR GUILD: May 21 - Mary Schroeder
Pres: Sherri Johnson (23) May 28 - Karla Schrader
Sec: Darci Engelhardt (23) _ )
Banners/Linens/Candles: Acolyte: I\,>\nav'l74 - -II-(V Wt!knesrt
Mary Schroeder (24) ay - Harsten steege
Lisa Meyer (25) May 21 - Joshua Schierholz
Special Services/Flowers: May 28 - Emme Wikner
Betty Handke (24)
Diane Kraus (25) Communion Servers: May 7 - Neil Landt & Sherri Johnson
Bapt./Comm.: (Confirmation)
Sherri Johnson May 21 - Doug Schrader & Mel Lenth
Darci Engelhardt
Seasonal Banners: Altar Guild: Betty Handke
Altar Guild Flowers: Diane Kraus
ST. JOHNS MINISTRY YOUTH:
Pres:
V. Pres: I 4 — Betty Handke 1| WORSHIP PXI‘TENI()}ANCE
Sec: fkshlsy Sgavlv . Happy 5 — Cayl Anderson I tt. omm
Treas: Ethan Goltz I 6 — Luke Steege ) ﬁar. ;2 gg
. ar.
ST. JOHN MINISTRY TEAM I dl B8-sSusanMohs I
; 16— Laverne Landt  * || Apr. 2 40 40
Chairperson: Tammy Muller(24) | - : 1A 6 41 40
Secretary: Vicki Baade (24) 1 BIRTHDAYS " J'I?ri\r:ir; ﬂiﬁr . Agﬁ 9 o =0
Members: Luke Steege (23 . - | .
Jason KIingge ((23)) | . W \/\ 20 — Dayne Anderson . || Apr. 16 32 28
Janelle Smith (25) I AAALY 23 - Chad Moeller | 239 158
Becky Fuelling (25) . \ 25— Doug Schlein
St. John's Luana website s Em ===

www.stjohn-luana.org



http://www.stjohn-luana.org

LUANA NEWS
MARCH REPORT

EXPENSES INCOME
Black Hills Utilities —Nat. Gas 595.90 Mar. 5 1,060.00
Alliant - Electricity 489.38 Mar. 12 1,212.00
Karla Schrader —Secretary 423.26 Mar. 19 597.00
Cindy Landt — Custodian 400.18 Mar. 26 1,025.00
NEITEL 119.09 3,894.00
Jeremy Wolfe- salary 1,252.59 From IMMA 50.00
IRS 339.81 3,944.00
City of Luana — w/s/g 268.54
Acccess Systems - mntce 155.85
MFLMM Interchurch Council - dues 50.00 Bal. Feb. 28, 2023 3,734.57
Outdoor Creations - Palms 13.38 Income 3.944.00
Greenlawn — 23 spraying (reimb ceme) ~ 884.78 7,678.57
Plunkett’s — exterminating 59.39 Less Expenses 6,364.83
Jeremy Wolfe — Mar. mileage 621.42 Bal. Mar 31,2023  1,313.74
Jeremy Wolfe — Jan, Feb. mileage 691.26
6,364.83
SPECIAL FUNDS RENT/REPAIR FUND
Ruby Breitsprecher CD 5,329.89 Bal. 2-28-2023 $ 40,449.79
St John Scholarship Fund CD 40,086.73 Interest 99.27
Willard & Anne Kamin CD 4,316.50 To Current 50.00
Bal. 3-31-2023 $ 40.499.06
CURRENT FUND
Envelopes Plate Total
Mar. 5 1,030.00 30.00  1,060.00
Mar. 12 1,207.00 500 1,212.00
Mar. 19 577.00 20.00 597.00
Mar. 26 990.00 35.00  1,025.00
3,804.00 90.00  3,894.00
BENEVOLENCE REPORT
INCOME EXPENSES
Mar. 1  Lent 399.00
Mar. 5  Offering 115.00 SOTH 180.00
Food Shelf 10.00 Food Shelf 70.00
Operating 50.00 Synod 95.00
Mar. 8 Lent 115.00 345.00
Mar. 12 Offering 30.00 Lent — March 821.00
Mar. 15 Lent 217.00 1,166.00
Mar. 19 Offering 10.00 Lent — Feb 25.00
Food Shef 10.00
Mar. 22 Lent 90.00
Mar. 26 Offering 70.00
Food Shelf 50.00

1,166.00



ST. JOHN/LUANA CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES APRIL 16, 2023

Meeting was called to order by President Jim Meyer at 7:48am

Present: Jim Meyer, Vicar Jeremy Wolfe, Sherri Johnson, Duaine Davis, Neil Landt, Stan Dull, Melanie Lenth, Doug Schrader
and Aaron Smith. Also, in attendance Church Secretary Karla Schrader. Absent: Diane Kraus.

Devotions: John Chapter 20 led by Vicar Jeremy Wolfe

Minutes were read. Minutes from the previous meeting should have read “February 12, 2023 and not “March 12,
2023.” Correction adjusted.

Motion by Neil and seconded by Stan to accept the March minutes. Motion carried.

Financial Report: Council asked Karla to check on the Parsonage’s rent and to add the Thrivent Investment to the Special
funds. Motion by Sherri & seconded by Duaine to accept the report. Motion carried.

Old Business:
e Envelopes arrived

e Live stream is working
Brick and sidewalk on the SW corner of the church to be evaluated this summer

New Business:

e VBS to be held first week of June. Time & dates to be determined. St. John/Luana & Farmersburg hosting.

e Thanksgiving Service November 22, 2023, 7:00pm in Luana. Fellowship following service.

e Confirmation Class to view the movie “Jesus Revolution” to be held in Farmersburg. Opened to all. Refreshments
to be served.

e Rake and Jean Sunday scheduled for April 23, 2023.

e Summer service times to begin May 28, 2023 at 8:30am, motion made by Duaine and seconded by Stan.

Motion approved.

Next meeting: May 14,2023.
Motion to adjourn at 8:25am by Sherri and seconded by Doug. Motion carried.

Meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Melanie Lenth

: Easter Lilies from:

: Lonnie &Vicky Baade in memory of Loved Ones /ﬁ(
: Jim & Lisa Meyer in memory of Loved Ones - o
: Doug & Karla Schrader in memory of Loved Ones = W
: Oswald & Carol Goettler in memory of Loved Ones ™ < L

: Bob & Betty Handke in memory of Loved Ones
: Loren & Mel Lenth in memory of Loved Ones.
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Thank you for Sharing.

May MAY
1 - Erv Bugenhagen

3 - Emeilia Wikner I
5 - Cheryl Wagner I
12 - Janelle Smith I

% 18 - Candice Schlein
1 25 - Braden Landt |
J

1 — Doug & Connie Schlein
16 — Loren & Mel Lenth
21 — Adam & Jennifer Smith

Happy Baptisen
4day!

30 - Luke Steege




Both Churches News

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Larry Doerring, Missy Adams, Julie Mohs, Betty Belloma, Ryne Landt,
Charlie Post, Lonnie Baade, Melanie Cahoon, Shaun Mohs, Joy David, Rick Conley, Keith Lee, Dallas
Tielbar, Shelby Preston, Shirley Wagner, Bram Byroade, Robert Pate, Melody Pate

MILITARY: Avrey Smith, Alex & Ali (Crogan) Moran, Andrew Rodas & Beth Rodas

STONE BROOK VILLAGE: Elaine Gehring

ELKADER CARE CENTER: LuNida Landt g" OW m

GARDEN VIEW PLACE: Juanita Mohs ;fy 5 /
STRAWBERRY POINT LUTHERAN HOME: Shirley Henkes

~

ASSISTED LIVING ROCHESTER, MN 55901.: Dorothy Kluth
HOMEBOUND: Mary Russett, JOAnn Meyer, Glenda Henkes, Lee Klinkenberg,
Jeanette Krambeer, Jim Fuelling

-_——— — — — — — — — — — — — — —

I Peace United Church of Christ is hosting a
| Women’s Breakfast

WATCH for details in Church bulletins and on Facebook I Sat. May 6th 9:00 am—11:00 am

I RCVP by April 30th 563-245-2126 or at
I peaceucc@alpinecom.net

May 2023, LS| Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story
Happy Mother’s Day!

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate and empower all the strong, loving women in your life. At LSI, we provide mothers,
and soon-to-be mothers, with the education and resources they need to build the brightest future for their children.

LSI’s Foster Care and Adoption Services work to bring families together and to help them throughout the process of
becoming licensed for foster care and approved for adoption. Our Family Centered Services uses a strengths-based
approach to keep lowa families together by equipping parents with skills they need to be successful, independent and
healthy.

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember that your support helps empower lowa moms. If you are looking for

a way to help these moms, or to honor a mother in your life this year, please consider making a gift in her name to LSI.
Staying Connected to your Roots

LSI Foster Care and Adoption is proud to be part of the Native Families for Native Children (NFANC) project, which is a

collaborative effort between the four native tribes of Nebraska, human services agencies and private agency partners in

Nebraska and lowa. As part of the project’s efforts, we recruit, train, license and support Native American families in
accord with the traditions, needs and resources of their communities.

Rebecca and Kirby expanded their family when they adopted their son in January. The couple had the opportunity to
work with the Omaha Tribe and were able to participate in the second Customary Adoption in the State of lowa.

Through their Customary Adoption, the family completed a culture plan with the tribe and will be able to keep their newly

adopted son connected to his cultural roots with the Omaha Tribe. The new family also was able to keep their son
connected to his biological siblings, so he can continue to be involved with them.

LSl is proud to help connect families, like Rebecca and Kirby, with the resources they need to continue to grow their
families and build the brightest future for lowa children.



Shepherd of the Hills Ministries
NEWSLETTER - MAY 2023

School is winding down and that means we are gearing up for the following 2023-2024
school year. We are asking for your help with our Back-to-School program. This year we
are hoping to supply each student with a NEW package of under ware and socks, backpack
and their needed supplies for school. From now until June we want to collect as much as we
can of NEW socks and under ware in the original package. Then from June to August we
will be accepting donations of the needed supplies for school. Our backpack giveaway will
be held on August 9t for families with a referral. As always, NE lowans have always been
very supportive of our missions, especially when it comes to the youth. We are very
thankful and appreciative for all you do.

Clothing center updates

Spring has sprung so that means I am no longer accepting winter donations. I will accept
your spring and summer items as long as they are in good condition. All donations must be
scheduled (so I can make room for your donations).

Thank you to everyone that shopped our CLEARANCE SALE on April 1st! It was a big
success! As areminder we are open to the public for your thrift store shopping/donating
needs. If you want to donate but cannot make it here during business hours, call me to make
arrangements.

Please like us on Facebook as [ will be posting sales, Saturday pop-up dates and more. This

is the best way to share the news and inform your friends/ family what is going on at
Shepherd of the Hills.

Shepherd Conference News

Welcome to West Clermont Lutheran Church in Clermont, lowa as they have joined the
Shepherd of the Hills Conference.

Ascension Day Service will be held May 182023 @ 5:30 pm- Potluck to follow at St. Peter
Lutheran Church in Garnavillo. Please bring a dish to pass.

Shepherd of the Hill’s Needs: IMPORTANT DATES: Shepherd of the Hills
The Operating Fund pays the utilities, Heather Hageman

Synod Assembly- June 9-10,

2023 @ Luther College 100 W. Hill Street, PO Box 36,

Saint Olaf, IA 52072

insurance on the building, supplies,
salaries and Lawn/Snow Care.

. ) o August 9 2023: 9 am-4 pm Telephone: 563-783-2409
The C Fund d to help famil
© =T8I THRG.IS USed Fo e p tamilies Back-to-School Event for Fax: 563-783-2428
with emergency rent or utilities. referred families ) i i
Please utilize the MEMO LINE f f E'maﬂ: ShEDhlll@neltel.net
on your check to specify ) Business Hours: Monday-Friday
*Any event may be subject to change*

Crisis or Operating Fund! 9am-12pm and 1pm-4 pm

10




